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STUDENT REMINICENSES OF KODAIRA AT STANFORD∗

REESE HARVEY† AND BLAINE LAWSON‡

Kunihiko Kodaira was a shy, unassuming man. Nevertheless, for us, and for most
of the graduate students at Stanford at that time, Kodaira was an immense presence.
The sheer majesty of his work spoke for him. We were all more than a little proud
just to share his corridors.

Kodaira’s courses and seminars were idiosyncratic. For lectures he would prepare
each word carefully in advance, and then write everything out in beautiful script on
the blackboard. The material would be crafted in his clear and elegant style and
always bore the hallmark of his penetrating vision. What had appeared to be a
difficult and technical subject seemed quite natural when he finished explaining it.

One of the common sights for a Stanford graduate student in those days was
that of Kodaira and Spencer walking together and talking – the tall Spencer bent
attentively over Kodaira, listening and responding. It was a symbol of our time.
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