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SCHRODINGER FLOW FOR MAPS INTO KAHLER MANIFOLDS*

PETER Y. H. PANG!, HONG-YU WANG!, AND YOU-DE WANG#

Abstract. In this paper, we show that there exists a global Schrédinger flow for a map from
the unit circle S into a Kéhler manifold with constant holomorphic sectional curvature. Moreover,
the Schrédinger flow obeys a conservative law. We also discuss the Schrodinger flow from a compact
Riemann surface into a compact Kéhler manifold and prove that the Cauchy problem admits a
smooth local solution.

1. Introduction. Recently, in [DW], Ding and Wang considered Schrodinger
flows for maps into symplectic manifolds. Let (N,w, J, h) (sometimes denoted just by
N, (N,J) or (N, J,h)) be a symplectic manifold equipped with a symplectic form w,
an almost complex structure J, and the Riemannian metric h(-,-) = w(-, J-). Then,
given a map uo from a Riemannian manifold (M, g) into (N, J), the Schrédinger flow
u(-,t) : M — N for ug is defined by the Cauchy problem

Ju

u(z,0) = uo(z),
where 7(u) is the tension field of u. In local coordinates,

ouP our

Ozt Ozd”’

where A is the Laplace-Beltrami operator on M with respect to the metric g and '3,
are the Christoffel symbols of the target manifold V.

For the case where M = S! and (N, J, h) is a Kihler manifold, Ding and Wang
[DW] discussed existence and uniqueness for (1.1). They proved that it admits a
unique local smooth solution if ug is smooth. Further, if (N, J,h) is a compact
Kahler manifold with constant sectional curvature K, the solution is in fact global
and smooth. This follows from the conservative law

d 2 K 4
il ds — — d = 0.
dt{/51|f<u>| s 4/51'V“' Sy=0

We point out that if NV is a compact Kahler manifold with constant sectional curvature,
then it is either a closed surface or a flat complex torus of higher dimension.

We recall that the Heisenberg spin chain system (also called ferromagnetic spin
chain system) is given by

7 (u) = Au® + gijfg‘v(u)

@ =u X Au,
ot
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where u takes values in S2 C R? and x denotes the cross product in R3. Zhou, Guo
and Tan in [ZGT] showed that for smooth Cauchy data there exists a unique smooth
solution for the Cauchy problem of the Heisenberg spin chain system from S' into
S2. In [W] and [W1] Wang proved that there is a global weak solution for the Cauchy
problem of the Heisenberg spin chain system (with or without external magnetic field)
from any closed manifold into S2. We note that

(i) J(u) = ux : T,5% — T,S? is the standard complex structure on S, and

(ii) the tension field of the map u into S? is given by 7(u) = Au + |Vu|?u.
Hence,

ux Au = J(u)7(u),

i.e., the Heisenberg spin chain system is in fact the Schrédinger flow into S2. The
equivalence of the Heisenberg spin chain system to the Schrodinger flow can also be
seen by applying the stereographic projection S? — C' U {o0}. Using the above
transformation to define z as the complex-valued representation for u, the Heisenberg
spin chain system can be written as

0z . 2z 9

Also recall the nonlinear Schrédinger equation

iwt + U)xx + 2’{|1/)|2¢ = Oa

where x # 0 is a constant. This equation, which has many applications such as
nonlinear optics, has been widely studied, see e.g. [ZS]. In particular, the lattice non-
linear Schrédinger equations with £ = 1 can be written respectively as Hamiltonian
equations on S? and the Lobachevskian plane, and thus represent respectively SU(2)
and SU(1,1) magnetic models, see [FT] for details. Zakharov and Takhtajan in [ZT)
and Lakshmanan in [L] pointed out that the Heisenberg spin chain system is gauge
equivalent to the nonlinear Schrédinger equation with k = 1, thus establishing a deep
relation between these two integrable systems.

Recently, Chang, Shatah and Uhlenbeck [CSU] employed a generalized Hasimoto
transformation to show that the nonlinear Schrodinger equations with x = £1 are
equivalent to the Schrodinger flows for maps from R! into S? and H? respectively.
Moreover, they considered the following Cauchy problem for the Schédinger flow into
a compact Riemannian surface:

ou . B '
(1.2) o5 =), zeR™, m=172

u(z,0) = ug(x).

By the Hasimoto transformation they showed that for m = 1 and smooth Cauchy data
ug(x), the equation (1.2) admits a unique global smooth solution. For m = 2, they
considered radially symmetric maps, and equivariant maps when the target surface has
S! symmetry, and proved global existence and uniqueness in the small energy case
(see [CSU] for details). Independently, Ding in [D] pointed out that the nonlinear
Schrodinger equation with x = —1 is gauge equivalent to the the Schrodinger flow
from R' into H?. He approached that problem by an appropriate choice of Lax
pair for the the nonlinear Schrédinger flow of maps from R' into H? according to
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the dynamical behavior of an auxiliary linear problem for the nonlinear Schrédinger
equation with x = —1 (see [D] for details).

If (N,J,h) is a complete Kéhler manifold, it is well-known that we can always
choose local complex coordinates in IV so that the operation of J is just multiplication
by ¢ = v/—1. Then the Schrodinger flow from (M, g) into (N, J, h) with small Cauchy
data can be written as

0
8—1; = i[Au + A(u, @)(du, du)],
u(+,0) =ug: M — C™

Such Cauchy problems have been studied by Kenig et al in [KPV] and Hayashi and
Hirata in [HH], when a special form of the nonlinear term A is assumed. For M =
R™ and wuo having small size restriction, they proved short time and even global
existence and uniqueness using Fourier transform and methods of harmonic analysis.
More recently, in [KPV1] Kenig, Ponce and Vega considered the Cauchy problem for
nonlinear Schrédinger equation of the form

Ou = iLu+ P(u,Vyu,a,Vei), tE€R, x€R"

u(-,0) =ug: R" — C,

where v = wu(z,t) is a complex valued function, Vyu = (Op u,--+,0z,u), L is a
non-degenerate constant-coefficient second order operator

E:Zagj—zagj, for some k € {1,---,n},

i<k i>k
and P : C?"*2 — C is a polynomial having no constant or linear terms, i.e.
poly g ) )

P(z) = P(z1,- -, 2an42) = Z anz®, g >2.
lo<|a|<d

They established that the above Cauchy problem is locally well-posed in appropriate
Sobolev spaces without any size restriction on the data in any dimension (see [KPV1]
and reference therein for more details). We note that the case £ = A had been
considered previously by Chihara [Ch], and refer the readers to [B] and [Cz| for the
semilinear case P = P(u,u). In particular, Bourgain considered the initial value
problem for the periodic nonlinear Schrédinger equation over T™ = R™/Z™ as follows

i0pu + Au+ululP~2 =0 (p>3)
with initial data

u(z,0) = ¢(x).

In [B] Bourgain obtained local and global results on the well-posedness of the above
initial value problem in one and several space dimensions for initial data ¢ € H*(T™)
for essentially optimal a.

In this paper, we consider the Schédinger flow from S! into a complete Kihler
manifold with constant holomorphic sectional curvature. Examples of such manifolds
include complex projective space C'P™ with the Fubini-Study metric, and complex hy-
perbolic space C H™ with the Bergmann metric and its compact quotients by isometric
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cocompact lattice groups. We will derive a new conservative law for the solutions of
the Cauchy problem.

THEOREM 1. Let M = S* and (N, J,h) be a compact Kihler manifold with con-
stant holomorphic sectional curvature K. If u is a smooth solution of the Schrédinger
flow from S* into N, then u obeys the following conservative law:

d 2 K 4
— ds — — d =0.
dt{/51|f<u>| 5 4f51'V“' Sy=0

Using the above conservative law, we can prove the following two theorems:

THEOREM 2. Let (N, J,h) be a compact Kihler manifold with constant holomor-
phic sectional curvature and let ug : S* — N be a smooth map. Then, the Cauchy
problem. for the Schridinger flow from St into N with the Cauchy data ug admits a
unique global smooth solution.

THEOREM 3. The Cauchy problem for the Schridinger flow from St into complex
hyperbolic space CH™ (with the Bergmann metric) with smooth Cauchy data uy admits
a unique global smooth solution.

Finally, in this paper, we consider 2-dimensional Schrédinger flows, i.e., where M
is a Riemann surface. We have the following local existence and uniqueness result:

THEOREM 4. Let M be a closed Riemann surface and N a compact Kdhler man-
ifold with nonpositive sectional curvature. Let ug be a smooth map from M into N.
Then, the Cauchy problem for the Schriodinger flow from M into N with Cauchy data
ug admits a unique local smooth solution.

The key step for proving the local existence and uniqueness is to establish a re-
lation between the Sobolev norms of du and the tension field 7(u), and then adopt
a Landau-Lifshitz type equation to approximate the Schrodinger flow equation. To
contrast our results with those obtained in [KPV1], we remark that the term contain-
ing the first order derivatives in the Schrodinger flow equation cannot be expressed
as a polynomial in general. For instance, the Schrédinger flow into the Poincaré disk,
which is equivalent to the anisotropic ferromagnetic system, is given by the equation

0z . 2z 9
=i{Az+23077, 127 2(V2)*},

where z(z,t) € {z € C : |z| < 1}. Thus, the Fourier analysis methods of [KPV1] do
not seem to be applicable. We also note that our method can be employed to prove
the local existence of the inhomogeneous Schrédinger flow from a compact manifold
into a compact Kahler manifold. This has been treated in a separate paper [PWW].
This paper is organized as follows: In Section 2, we recall some facts and notations
in differential geometry, and establish some relations on the Sobolev norms. In Section
3, we prove the conservative law (Theorem 1) and use it to prove global existence and
uniqueness (Theorems 2 and 3). Section 4 is devoted to proving Theorem 4.

A note on notation. We shall use the symbol C' generically to denote certain
scalar-valued terms in the estimates to be derived in the remainder of the paper. We
will, however, normally specify the objects/quantities on which these terms depend, by
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means of arguments to C. For example, the symbol C(M, N) shall denote a constant
depending only on the manifolds M and N, whereas the symbol C(||7(u)| 2, E(u))
shall denote a smooth scalar-valued function depending on the quantities ||7(u)|| 2
and E(u). Thus, the latter C' is not necessarily a constant but may vary with u. Also,
unless otherwise specified, C' shall be assumed to depend on its arguments smoothly.

Acknowledgement. We would like to thank Wei-Yue Ding for his valuable
comments and suggestions, and especially for his interest in the conservative law.

2. Some Geometric and Analytic Preliminaries. Let 7 : E — M be a
Riemannian vector bundle over a Riemannian manifold M. Then, for p = 1,2,---,
dim(M), we have the bundles APT*M ® E — M over M whose smooth sections
constitute the sets T'(APT*M ® E). On APT*M ® E, we have the induced metric

(s1,82) = Z (s1(€iy, . €3,) 82(ei1, 7, €3,)) B,

i1 <ig <---<ip

where {e;} is a local orthonormal frame of TM. This induces an inner product on
T(APT*M ® E) as follows:

(s1,82) = /M<sl, s2) dM.

The space L?(M,APT*M ® E) is the completion of ['(APT*M ® E) with respect to
the above inner product (-,-). Analogously, we may also define the Sobolev spaces
HE"(M,APT*M ® E) (see Appendix in [DK] for details) as follows: Let V be the
covariant differential induced by the metric on APT*M ® E, then the bundle-valued
Sobolev spaces H*" (M, APT* M ® E) are defined by taking completions with respect
to the norms

k
7 _|r 1
||s||k,r:<2/ V8| dar)
i=0 /M

where

|Vis|=(V---Vs,V---Vs)2.
—— N —
i times i times

In the case where M is a compact Riemannian manifold, we recall two standard results
on Sobolev spaces, namely, the Rellich theorem and Sobolev imbedding theorem. Also,
in the rest of the paper, we shall use the short-hand notation V; for V., where {e;}
is a local orthonormal frame of T'M.

On the other hand, it is well-known that a compact Riemannian manifold N
can be isometrically embedded into a Euclidean space R? for some positive integer
d > dim(N). Hence, one can define the Sobolev spaces W*P(M,N) = {g : g €
WkP(M, R%), g(x) € N for a.e. z € M}. These spaces are sometimes called Sobolev
spaces of maps. Our main task in this section is to establish some relations between
the norms of the Sobolev spaces of maps and the bundle-valued Sobolev spaces.

In terms of the covariant exterior differential operator d : T'(APT*M ® E) —
D(APHIT*M ® E) defined by

dS(X07 e 7Xp) = (_1)k(vxk5)(X07 e 7X7€7 e 7Xp)7
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and its formal adjoint § : [(APT*M @ E) — I'(AP~'T*M ® E) defined by
0s(Xq, -+, Xp—1) = —(Vis)(es, Xu, -+, Xp—1),
where Xo, X1,--+, X, € I'(TM), the Hodge-Laplace operator is given by
Ag =dé + dd.

It is well-known that Ay is a self-adjoint, positive semi-definite elliptic operator, and
the following Weitzenbock formula holds:

PROPOSITION 2.1. For any s € T(APT*M ® E),
Ags=—As+ S,
where A = —V*V is the Laplace-Beltrami operator and
S(X1,+, Xp) = (=1)F(R(ei, Xi)s)(es, X1+, Xiy -+, Xp).-
Here, R(-,-) is the curvature operator associated to the induced connection on the

vector bundle APT*M Q E.

Let f: M — N be a smooth map and regard df € I'(T*M ® f*T'N). We note
that

d(df)(X1, X2) = (Vx,df)(X2) — (Vx,df)(X1)

(21) = AX1X2(f) _AX2X1(f)
=0,

where Ax, x,(f) is the second fundamental form of f which is symmetric. On the
other hand, we have (see [EL])

5(df) = = (V.idf)(e;) = —trace,Vdu = —7(f).

Hence, 7(f) = 0 is equivalent to the harmonicity of the I'(f*T N)-valued 1-form df.
In other words, f is a harmonic map if and only if Ag(df) = 0.
The energy of the map f is defined by

B(H) =5 [ vsEam.

To describe the tension field of f, one usually adopts local frames on M and N. Let
{ei} be alocal orthonormal frame on M and {e}} its dual frame. Let {€,} be a local
orthonormal frame on N. Then, with respect to the above frames, df = fe] ® éq,
and 7(f) = V, f; where f; = fPéq = fue;.

From the Weitzenbock formula we can easily derive:

PROPOSITION 2.2. Let M be a closed Riemannian manifold and N a complete
Riemannian manifold with nonpositive sectional curvature. For a smooth map u :
M — N, there exists a constant C(M) such that

/ |Vdul|? dM g/ |7(u)|* dM + C(M)E(u).
M M
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In particular, if M has nonnegative Ricci curvature, then
/ |Vdu|* dM < / |7(u)|? dM.
M M

Proof. We note that

S(X) = —(R(ei, X)df )ei

(2.2) = —KN(f.e;, £. X)fre; + fLRicM (X),

where KV (-, ) is the sectional curvature operator of N, Ric™ (-) is the Ricci curvature
operator of M, and f, is the tangent map from T'M to T'N. Thus, by Proposition 2.1
with p =1 and s = df,

Ae(f) = (A(df),df) +|A(f)]?
= —(Au(df),df) + |Vdf > + (f.RicY (e;), frei)
—(KN(feei, feej) frei, fre).

Since the sectional curvature of N is nonpositive, i.e., (K™ (f.e;, feej) fuei, frej) <0,
we get

(2.3) Ae(f) = —(Au(df), df) + |Vdf|* + (feRic" (e:), fues).

The result now follows by integrating the two sides of (2.3) over M and noting 6(du) =
—7(u).

In the following two results, (N,h) is regarded as an isometrically embedded
submanifold in the Euclidean space R?. For convenience, we denote | - ||co(as, gay and
Il lww.e(ar,rey BY I - [[co and || - [[x.» respectively. A word of caution on notations:
we use V to denote both the covariant derivative induced by the Riemannian metric
on M and the covariant differential on @PT*M ® v*T'N induced by the Riemannian
metrics on M and N, with the distinction given by the context. In the former case,
for any smooth map u : M — N, its tangent map du is equal to Vu; both notations
will be used.

PROPOSITION 2.3. Let M be a closed Riemann surface and N a compact Rie-
mannian manifold with nonpositive sectional curvature. For a smooth map u : M —
N, there exists a constant C(M,N) such that

ldullw=2 < COM, N){(E(w) + E(u) + 1)(|[Vr()][72 +[[Vr(u)]|z2) + C(Ew))}.

In particular, if M has nonnegative Ricci curvature, then
3
ldul[w=> < C(M, N){(E(u) + VE)|IVT()]| 2 + [[VT(u)l|L2 + C(E(u))}-

Proof. We first discuss the case where M has nonnegative Ricci curvature. From
the identity

|ty ast == [ (Firtw) e ant
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we get

(2.4) /M<T(u),7(u)> M < (/M IV (u)? dM)é (/M du? dM)%

As 7(u) is a semilinear elliptic operator with a square term in the first order deriva-
tives, by standard elliptic theory, for any p > 1, we have

(2.5) dullw.r < C(M, N){|I7(w)| Lo + [ldul|72,}-
By the Kato inequality and Sobolev imbedding theorem, we have

Ir(@ller < CQMN[IVIT(W)lllL2 + [I7(w)] L2}

(26) CON{IVr ()12 + ()] 22}
and
o) a2 < CON{IVIdull2a + ldull2.}

< CM){IVdul|Zz + lldul|7.}-
Combining (2.4)—(2.7), and using Proposition 2.2, we obtain

ldullwre < CM,N){IVT(u)llrz + |7l L2 + [ Vdull7 + l|dull7.}
(2.8) < CWM N)Y{[IVr()lge + [I7(@lZ: + [I(@lz2 + lldulZ:}
< C(M, N{(1 + lldull =) V(W) L2 + [l (w)llz> + lldull72}.

Hence, for p > 2, the last inequality in (2.8) and the Sobolev imbedding theorem for
functions imply that

(29)  dullco < CM, N){(1 + |[dull 1) [V7(w)l|z2 + [[7(u)]| 22 + [l dull2}-
From (2.9) and (2.4) we deduce that

[dullco < C(M, N){(1+||dUI|L2)|| (u)||L2+||du||L2+||du||2 }

= C(M, N){(1 + VE@)|V7(u)| 2 + VEW) + E(u

Similarly, by standard elliptic regularity theory,

(2.10)

[dullw=2 < C(M, N)}{[|V7T(u)]r2 + [|dul > + [/MIV€lu|2|clUI2 dM]?},

< O(M, NNV ()22 + [|dul| 22 + [[Vdu| 2]|dul|co}
< O(M, NN[IVT ()22 + [|dullz2 + [|7(w)l| 2| du| co }-

From (2.4), (2.10) and the preceding inequality we conclude that

(2.11) lldullw= < COM, N){(E(u) + v/E@)[Vr(@)||2 + [V7(w)]| 2 + C(E(u))}.

For the general case, a modification of the above arguments yields

[|dul[p22 < C(M N{(E(u) + VEW)||[VT(w)]|2.
+\/ u) +1) IIVT )zz + C(E(u))},



SCHRODINGER FLOW FOR MAPS INTO KAHLER MANIFOLDS 517
from which the desired inequality follows.

PROPOSITION 2.4. With the same assumptions as in Proposition 2.3, for k > 1,
there exist constants C(M, N) such that

[ dull sz < C(M, N)|AFT(u)]| 22 + Conr (IVA* 7 ()| 12, -+, VT ()| 2, E(w)),
and
[dull sz < C(M, N)|IVA*T(u)| L2 + Copra(| AT ()| L2, - -, VT (W) || 2, E(w)).

Proof. Denoting the second fundamental form of the isometric embedding N C R¢
by Ag‘&, the tension field can be written as

% (u(x)) = Au(z) + g" (x) A < e >

dai’ dxi

Without loss of generality, we may assume that M is a flat torus, i.e., M =T™.
We proceed by induction. For k = 1, with respect to the natural local frame
{g0=} of R,

VZT(’UJ) = (VZ‘T(’UJ))d—~.

By a direct computation, we have

u:\ 5 ~
(2.12) (Vir(u)™ = aii {ro(u)} + gxi AL () {7F (u)},
and
5 0 & ou> & _
(2.13) (Ar()® = S {(Vir(w)™} + 5 AT, (W{(Vir ()"}

= A%u® + Py (du, Vdu) + Py(du) * V2du,
where P; are polynomials with matrix (or vector) values and

P2 (du) * V2du: Pi1i2i3 (du)V“ VZ‘2 Vi3u
= Liyigis (du)vll viz Uig

for i1,i9,i3 € {1,2} (here we have suppressed reference to the a-th component).
Applying the Sobolev imbedding theorem and Proposition 2.3 to (2.13), we see that

[1P(du, Vdu)|[2 < C(|VT(u)| L2, E(w)),
and
1P2(dw) + Vdul| L2 < C(|V7(w)llz2, E(u)).
Hence, by standard elliptic theory,

(2.14) [dullws.z < C(M, N)||AT(u)|[L2 + C(IVT(w)]| 22, E(w))-
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When k > 1, with respect to the natural local frame {6%&},

~ 0
AkT(U) = (AkT(U))a%
Similarly to (2.12), we have
0 N )
Ak _ k & a k m
1s) VAT = AT G AT (A7)
0
= Akﬂa—“i + Pl(du, Vdu, - -, V2*du) + P}(du) + V2 du,
x
where
P2I(du) * V%'Hdu = Pilliz"'igk+2 (du)vll viz T vi2k+1ui2k+2
for 1,49, ,iok+2 € {1,2}. We leave the details of the induction step to the reader.

We end the section with the following proposition concerning the interpolation
inequality (see [Au]):

ProposiTioN 2.5. Let E — M be a Riemannian vector bundle over a closed
Riemannian manifold with dim M = m. For s € T'(E), there exists a constant C(M),
which does not depend on E, such that

(2.16) IVsllze < COM)|Vs]l.0llsll 77,

where

1 1 1 2 1
R OYERE N S
p r m q
<

for all a in the interval a <1 for which p is nonnegative.

Proof. We begin by establishing the interpolation inequality
(2.17) IVsllZe < (Vm+Ip = 20)s]| el V?s] 2,

where % = % + 1. First, suppose p > 2. Then, for s € T'(E), we have

Vi(|Vs|P~2(s,V;s)) = |Vs|P + |Vs|P~%(s, As)
(2.18) +(p—2)|Vs[P~(s,V;5)(ViV;s,V;s).

Integrating the above identity over M, we get
_/ (s, As) dM, ifp—2,
M
Vsl =4 = [ (s As)IVs 2 an
M
+(2 —p)/ IVs[P=*(s,V;s)(ViV;s,V;s)dM,  ifp>2.
M
Noting that |As|? < m|V?s|? and |(s, V;s)(V;V;s, V;s)| < |[V2s5||Vs|?|s|, we get

IVl < (Vi lo=2) [ (92921l b
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As % = ; + 1, (2.17) now follows from the Holder inequality.

When 1 < p < 2, the proof is similar, but a little more delicate (see [Au]).

To complete the proof of Proposition 2.5, we need to discuss the the following
two cases:

Case 1: r < m. The desired inequality for ¢ = 1 is just the Sobolev imbedding
theorem, while for a = %, it reduces to (2.17). Hence we can deduce the required
inequality for % < a < 1. Indeed, by the Holder inequality, for p € [r, ¢],

lIsllze < [lsllE-lsl1Z2°,

where a(1 — %) =i - %. It follows that for & =1 —

o’

3=

1

p
IVsllze < [IVsll7,1VslIz2",

where % = u% +(1- 1/)%. On the other hand, applying (2.17) we have

1Vs|[Z, < C(m, p)llsllzal| Vs,

S =

where 2 = % + =. Hence, combining the last two inequalities and using the Sobolev
imbedding theorem we obtain that

1—a a
1Vs]|e < Clm, p)|s]|S Vs |0

Case 2: r > m. Applying the interpolation inequality to the function |Vs| we

obtain that
b _
IVslze < CAD{IVIVS|IZ + [ Vsl|Z- 32 Vsl 1.,

where % = % +b(E -1~ %) > 0 and 0 < b < 1. By Kato inequality, it follows that
(2.19) IVsllze < CODIIs| 3. Vs 12"
By using (2.17) again, we have
(2.20) IVsl|Z, < C(M, p)llsllLa [ V2s]

where 2 =
tation that

% + 1. Substituting (2.20) into (2.19), it follows that by a direct compu-

(2.21) IVslze < COD|Vs| g0 llsl,

where

This is the desired result.
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3. One-Dimensional Global Schrodinger Flow. In this section we discuss
the global existence of smooth solutions for the Cauchy problem of the Schrédinger
flow into a K&hler manifold with constant holomorphic sectional curvature. We shall
refer to the following local existence result about one-dimensional Schrodinger flows
from [DW].

PROPOSITION 3.1. [DW] If M = S* and (N, J,h) is a complete Kihler manifold,
then the Cauchy problem (1.1) of the Schrédinger flow for maps from S' into N
with Cauchy data ug € C°°(S',N) has a unique smooth solution on S' x [0,T),
for some T € (0,00]. Furthermore, the energy is conserved along the solution, i.e.,

E(u(z,t)) = E(uo(x))-

As remarked earlier, the conservative law (Theorem 1) is essential in proving
global existence. We now give the proof of Theorem 1 which will then be exploited
to prove Theorems 2 and 3.

Proof of Theorem 1. For ease of notation, we denote du/dt and du/Ox by
and v’ respectively, and write Vu*(%) = V; and Vu*(%) = V. Since u satisfies
= J(u)r(u), and VJ = 0 as (N, J, h) is a Kahler manifold, using the formula (see
H]) ViVu' =V, Vi + R(u, 4)u’, where R(-,-)- denotes the Riemannian curvature
tensor of IV, we have

1d ) 1d [, ,
-2 s =-— d
2dt/51|7(”>| S 2dt/51|u| S

- /s (i1, Vo(J () Vo)) dS

_ / (11, Vo (J () V ot} dS + / (i1, T ()Y, Vo)) dS
St St

(3.1)
= / (Vpt, J(u)Vyi) dS —I—/ (G, J(u)R(u', w)u') dS.
S1 St

The first integral on the right hand side of the above equality vanishes since

(Vat, J(u)Vgiy = h(Vyi, J(u) Vi)
= w(Vat, J3(u)V 4 1t)
= —w(Vai, Vo) = 0.

As (N, J, h) has constant holomorphic sectional curvature K, for any tangent vectors
X,Y,Z and W, the following identity holds true (see [KN]):

(3.2) R(X,Y, Z,W) :%{h(X, Z)R(Y, W) — h(X, W)h(Y, Z) + h(X, JZ)h(Y, JW)
—h(X, JW)R(Y, JZ) + 2h(X, JY)h(Z, JW)}.

Since the complex structure J commutes with the Riemannian curvature operator

R(X,Y)oJ=JoR(X,Y),
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it follows from (3.2) that
(4, Jw)R(u',u)uv') = (R(u,u)Ju, )
= R, 4, Ju' u)
K ! - . / / . . 2,/
(3.3) = Z{—(u,u)(u,Ju)—<u,Ju><u,J u’)
+2(u/, Ju)(Ju', Ju)}
= K@/ ay{u, Ju).

Thus,
)2
(3.4) 2dt/ |7(uw)|*dS = /Ku ay(u’, Ju) dS.

On the other hand, by [DW], we know that

4dt/| ' ds /|u| V) dS

= [ WP, V1) dS
S1

(3.5) =— Sl{|u’|2<un’,u> +2(u’ a)y(u', Vyu')} dS
= —/Sl{|ul|2<7'(u), Jr(w)) + 20, w)(u’, 7(u))} dS
:2/Sl<u yu)(u’, Ju) ds.

Combining (3.4) and (3.5), we conclude that

d 2 K 4 _
dt{[gﬂ r(w)? ds — & [S IVl dS} = 0.

This completes the proof of Theorem 1.

Proof of Theorem 2. With Proposition 3.1 at hand, it remains to extend the local
solution into a global one. For this, the proof proceeds similarly as in [DW] with
Theorem 1 replacing Proposition 3.2 in [DW]. The issue of uniqueness has also been

addressed in [DW].

Proof of Theorem 3. By Proposition 3.1, a maximal local smooth solution w«
defined on St x [0, Tinax) exists for the Cauchy problem of the Schrodinger flow.

To prove global existence, we consider the quantity

Tmax du 2

| aty.

dmax = sup {
sest Jo

First, we note that CH™ is a Hermitian symmetric manifold and thus its curvature
tensor is parallel, i.e., VR = 0. Then, by the integrability of the complex structure
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J, we have
ViVer(u) = V,Vir(u) + R, 4)7(u)
= Vi(Vo.V' + R, 4)u') + R(u', 4)T(u)
(3.6) ViV Vets + R(Vu!, i)’ + R, Vaa)u'
' +R(W, w)Vzu' + R(uw,4)7(u)
= V.V.V.u+ R(t(u), Jr(u))u' + R(vw, JV.7(u))u’
+2R(u', )7 (u).
Thus,
%%/51 (Vo1(u), Vor(u)) dS
= /S1 (Vor(u), ViVer(u)) dS
= / (Vo1 (u), VoV Ve (u)r(u)) dS
(3.7) st

-l—/s1 (R(T(u), JT(u))u', V,7(u)) dS

+/51 (R(u, IV om(u))u’ + 2R, 1) 7(u), Ver(u)) dS
< Co/sl{|u/||7'(u)|2|vz7'(u)| + [/ ][Var(w)]} dS,
where (Y is a constant which is independent of u. By Kato inequality,

/|Vm|u’||2dS§/ |Vmu’|2dS:/ |7(u)|* dS,
St S St

and
[ i as < [ V.rtP s,
St St

By the Sobolev imbedding theorem,

(3.8) lu'[[Eo < C(Sl){/s1 Valu'[|* dS + E(u)}

and

(39) )iz < 8 [ Walr@lPds + [ frf?as).
Combining the last four inequalities, we get

(3.10) lu'[[Eo < C(Sl){/s1 |7(w)]* dS + E(u)}

and

2 1 2 2
(311) Il < 8 [ IVarPas+ [ [ ds)
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Substituting (3.10) and (3.11) into the last term on the right hand side of (3.7), in
view of the fact E(u(t)) = E(ug) and using the Holder inequality, we have

/SI{IU’HT(U)IQIVN(U)I + |/ [*[Var(u)*} dS

[ (w)llcollu'lcollT (@)l 2 Var ()| 22 + IIU’IIQCo/SIIVmT(U)IQdS

IN

(312) < CE{lr@)llz2llwleo + ||u’||200)/1|Vm7'(u)|2dS+ () Z 1wl o}
C(Sl){IIT(U)II%z/SIIVIT(U)Fd5+ Il + v/ E(uo)llr(w)|[72}

< O rtun)les Il [ Vo) ds + 13

IN

Here we have used the inequality
/ |7(uw)|*dS < / |7 (uo)|? dS+/ lup|* dS, for any t € [0, Timax),
st 51 51
which is a consequence of the conservative law in Theorem 1, viz

/|T(u)|2ds+/ |u'(t)|4dSE/ |T(u0)|2ds+/ lub |4 dS.
St St St St

As the holomorphic sectional curvature of CH™ with the Bergmann metric is equal
to —4, the inequality (3.7) implies that

%/Slmuﬁds . %/Slwﬂ(uﬂ?ds
(313) < O Irtwlaa ) | [Vor(al ds +1)
= O(S", |I7(uo)| 2, IIU6||L4){/51 |Veal?dS +1}.
By the Gronwall inequality,
(3.14) [ 19O d < (14 |97 ) exp (C1) -
where C = C(S1, ||7(uo)|| L2, ||up||+) depends only on ug and St. Similarly, for k > 1,
1 |A*2dS < Cy(t, K, uo),
and
/51 |V AFG)? dS < Co(t, k, ug),

where C1 (t, k, up) and Cy(t, k, ug) are independent of the image set u(S* x [0, Tinax)) C
N. By the Sobolev imbedding theorem and (3.14), it follows that

la(t)llco sty < CSH{(L + V7 (uo)||72) exp (Ct) — 1}
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for any ¢ € [0, Tinax)-
Suppose Tiax < 00, then

dmax < O(Tmax) < 00.

This indicates that the image set of u is contained in some compact subset Q C CH™.
In this case, for a small o > 0, consider the Cauchy problem

v
(315) 5 = J(U)T(U)7

v(x,0) = u(x, Tymax — 7).

As in [DW], we can show that there exists a positive real number T, which depends
on ) but not on o, such that (3.15) admits a local smooth solution v on S* x [0, Tp).
Thus w can be extended to S x [0, Timax + To — o). By the unigeness theorem given
in [DW], we know that v(x,t) = u(z, Tmax — 0 + t) for any ¢ € [0, Tp) so the extended
u is still the solution for the Cauchy problem of the Schrodinger flow. Choose o small
enough so that

Tmax + TO —0> Tmax'

This contradicts the fact that Tiax is maximal. Thus Ty, must be co and the proof
of Theorem 3 is complete.

We end this section by recalling that the complex hyperbolic space C H™ is a rank
one symmetric space of noncompact type. Its ball model is given by (B™, g5) where
B"={z€C":|z| <1} and

1 - WiW
e Ty 0ii — 9 )d ;AW ;
9 1_|w|2 ZJZ:1( J+ 1_|w|2) W; AW

is the Bergmann metric. It is well-known that CH™ with the Bergmann metric is a
complete Kdhler manifold with holomorphic sectional curvature —4 (see e.g. [KN]).
In particular, any compact Kéhler manifold with constant negative holomorphic sec-
tional curvature — K must be a compact quotient of (CH™, ds ) modulo an isometric
cocompact lattice group where dsg = % Jb-

4. Two-Dimensional Local Schrodinger Flow. In this section we consider
Schrodinger flows defined on Riemann surfaces, and establish local existence for the
Cauchy problem. As in [DW], our strategy is to consider approximate equations of
Landau-Lifshitz type:

u
(@1) % =er(u) + J(u)r(u),
u(z,0) = uo(z),

where 0 < & < 1. By the results in [Am] (see also [GW]), there exists a unique local
smooth solution for the Cauchy problem (4.1) on M x [0,T"). Also, it is well-known
that the energy functional is decreasing (see e.g. [DW]), i.e., for a solution u of (4.1),

E(u) < E(ug).

Hereafter, we shall assume that IV is embedded isometrically into the Euclidean space
R,
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The key step for proving Theorem 4 is to establish some a priori estimates for
u(zx, t) which hold uniformly for small € < 1. To do this, we need the following result
whose proof will be relegated to the end of the paper:

ProposITION4.1. Let M be a closed Riemann surface and N a compact Kdhler
manifold with nonpositive sectional curvature. If u is a smooth solution of the Cauchy
problem (4.1), then there exists a positive T, which does not depend on 0 < & < 1,
such that the following estimates hold uniformly for 0 < e < 1:

sup / |AkT(u)|2dM§C(k,T,u0),
)J M

tel0,T

and

sup / |VAFT(u)|2 dM < C(k, T, up).
tel0,7) J M

With Proposition 4.1 at hand, Theorem 4 follows immediately.

Proof of Theorem 4. By Proposition 4.1, for each 0 < € < 1, the problem (4.1)
admits a unique smooth solution u. on M X [0,T) where T does not depend on e.
Note that, for any k,

sup / |AFT(u)|? dM < C(k, T, up) < oo,
tel0,T)J M

and

sup / VAP (u ) dM < C(k, T, up) < oo.
tel0,T) J M

Now letting ¢ — 0, it follows from the Sobolev imbedding theorem that there
exists a function u(z,t) defined on M x [0,7T) such that, for any T” < T and any
k>1,

lue — ullo2rr (arxo, 77, Re) — O,

where | - [|g2k.% (arx[0,777, g4y denotes the parabolic Hélder norm. Furthermore, u(z,t)
satisfies (1.1). This completes the proof of Theorem 4.

In order to prove Proposition 4.1, the following two lemmas are needed:

LEMMA 4.2. Let M be a closed Riemann surface and N a compact Kdhler man-
ifold with nonpositive sectional curvature. If u is a smooth solution of the Cauchy
problem (4.1), then there exists a positive T, which is independent of 0 < € < 1, such
that the following inequality holds uniformly for 0 < e < 1:

sup / |V (u)|? dM < C(T,ug).
tel0,7) J M

Proof. For ease of notation, denote % by @, and u.e; by u;. As VJ =0, by a



526 P. Y. H. PANG, H.-Y. WANG, AND Y.-D. WANG

direct calculation,

2 _ . .
> dt/ \Val2dM = /M<Vlu, V. Vi) dM
(4.2) :/ (Vit, ViVi(eT(u) + J(uw)7(u))) dM
M
= / {E<V¢’d, VtViVjuJ) + <VZU, J(u)VtVZVJuJ>} dM.
M
By the commutation relation of covariant derivatives, we have the following formula:
ViViVu; = V;ViVu; + R(ui,Q)VjUj
= V,V;Viu; + Vi(R(uj, w)uj) + R(ui, 0)Vju;
= ViV;Vji+ R(ui, 0)Vju; + R(Viug, i)u;
+R(uj, Vit)u; + R(uj, w)Viu; + (Vi R)(uy, w)u;.
Combining (4.2) and (4.3), we obtain that, for small e,
/ Vil dM < —g/ (Ad, Ay dM + C(M, N){/ (V]| () [2|dul
2 dt M M
+| V|| 7 (w) ||du|| Vdu| + |du|?|Vi|? + |Va||du|3|d]) dM}
—g/ (Ad, Ay dM + C(M, N){/ (duf |V
M M

VAl {|Vdul?|dul + [V dul?}) dM}.

(4.3)

(4.4)

IN

Here we have used |7(u)|? < C(M, N)|Vdu|? and

/ (Vait, J(u) (Vi V¥ i)y dM = — / (A, J(u)AdY) dM = 0.
M M

From (2.10), we have the estimate

faulco < X, B [ 1970 ar) + VEG)
Upon differentiating the two sides of (4.1),
Vi =eVr(u) + J(u)VT(u),
and as (V7(u), J(u)V7(u)) =0, we have
Vi = (1 +¢€%)[Vr(u)l.
Thus, it follows that

(4.5) l|dul| co < 1 + —— = (/ |Vu|2dM) +VE(u)}.
By Propositions 2.3 and 2.5 and using (2.4),
IVdulZ: < C(M N){||dU||‘2/v1,4 + [l dull s }

C(M, N){|ldullZ 1.0 + | dull?: ([ Vdul| 2 + /Eluo))}
(4.6) CM, N){ldullZy s o + |dull2a (I (w)l] 2 + C/Eluo))}
oM >{||du||§vz,2||du||%2 +[ldul 2. (|1 (w)| > + Cv/Eluo))}
c<M N, E){|Vr(w)l|z2 + [V7(w)] 3 + 1},
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Next, we use (2.4) and (4.5)—(4.6) (see also (2.6)) to estimate the last term on
the right hand side of (4.4). By the Holder inequality, we obtain that

/ |Vl {|dul® 0| + |Vdul?|du| + |Vi||du|*} dM
M

IN

ldullZo (lldullcollill L2l Vill 22 + [Vl 22 + |dullcol| Vdul 7] Vil 2
9 3

C(M, N, E(wo){[IVllfs + [ Vall7s + (IVil 2 + Vil 22 +1)7}

F([[Vid]Ze)-

(4.7)

A

Thus, by (4.4) and (4.7),
d .2 = .2
IValz: < F(IVallz).
It follows from the last inequality that, for 0 < e < 1,

(43) SIVr@Es < T P+ ) Trw) )
< FEIVrW)3:) = FOVT@)2),

Va2 = (1 +e2)|Vr(u)]?.

We note that F(-) depends on M, N and E(ug), and not on e.
Consider now the initial value problem for the ordinary differential equation

W0 _ Fg)

4(0) = /M|V7(u0)|2 dM.

It is easy to see that this initial value problem has a local smooth solution. Hence,
by the comparison principle of ordinary differential equations, there exists a positive
real number T', which does not depend on ¢, such that on [0,T)

sup / |VT(u)|2dM§C(T,u0),
tel0,7) J M

where C(T,up) is independent of e. This finishes the proof of Lemma 4.2.

LEMMA 4.3. Under the same assumptions as in Lemma 4.2, let u be a smooth
solution of the Cauchy problem (4.1). Then the following estimate holds for t € [0,T)
uniformly for 0 <e <1 and k > 1:

IV dul 2 < lldullwrsrz + C(lldullwrz, V7 (u)] 22, E(uo))-
Proof. Using the estimate
ldullcocar,ray < C(|VT ()2, E(uo))

and the expression of VF*1du in a local coordinate chart, the proof proceeds as that
of Proposition 2.4. We will omit the details.
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We complete this paper with the proof of Proposition 4.1.

Proof of Proposition 4.1. The proof proceeds by induction. First, we consider the
case of £ = 1. We compute

Aul|? dM
yii i

(4.9) - / (V,;V i, ViV, Vi) dM
M

/M{5<Au, VAT (W) + (V; Vi, J(0) VeV Vir(u))} dM.

Now, we note that

V:ViVit(u)
= V;ViVit(u) + R(u;, 4)ViT(u)
(4.10) = V;ViVir(u) + Vi(R(us, 0)7m(u)) + Rus, @)V, (w)
= V,V,V,;Vu+ V;Vi(R(uj,@)u;) + Vi(R(us, )7 (u))
+R(us, u)V;iT(u).

Also, as in (4.3), we have

Vi(R(ui, 0)7(u)) = R(7(u), )7 (uw) + R(u;, Vi) (u)
(4.11) +R(ug, )V (u) + (ViR) (ug, 07 (),
and
ViVi(R(uj, )uy)
= Vi{(ViR)(uj,u)u; + R(Viuj, 0)u; + R(u;, Vit)uj + R(uj, @) Viu;}
(4.12) = R(Auj,w)u; + R(Viuy, Vit)u; + R(Viug, ) Viu;

+R(Viuj, Vit)u; + R(uj, Ad)u; + R(uj, Viu)Viu,
+R(V¢Uj, Q)Viuj + R(Uj, Vlu)Vlu] + R(Uj, ’ll)Au] (V:V; R)(uj, )Uj
+2(V1R)(Vlu], ’ll)’u,j + 2(V1-R)(uj, Vﬂl,)’dj + 2(V1‘R)(’U,j, )Viuj.

Substituting (4.10)—(4.12) into (4.9) and using the estimate

[dulco < C(M, N){IVT(w)llz2 + vV E(uo)} < C(T, uo),

we obtain that
— [ |Ad|*dM +2¢ | |[VAL|dM
dt Jym M
(4.13) = C(M,N,T,up) {/ |7 (w) | A {|7(w)|* + |VT(u)| + |Vdu|} dM
M

+ / |AG|{|AG| + [VT(w)||Vdu| + |Vdul?|7(u)| + |[Vdu|* + |Vzl|}dM} .
M

Thus, by using the Holder inequality on the integral terms on the right hand side of
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(4.13), it follows that
C(M,N,T, uo){/ ()| Adl{|r(w)]? + [V ()| + |V2dul} dM
M

( ) —l—/ |AG|{|A%] + |V7(w)||Vdu| + |Vdul?|7(u)| + |Vdu|? + |Va|} dM}
4.14 M

IN

C(M, N, T, uo){[|At]| 727 (w)l|76 + (@)l co [V (w)]| 2l Add] 2
Hir(@)lloo V2 dul L2 | Adll L2 + | Awl|72 + [|AG]| 2| Vdul| ol V7 (u)] 2
H A L2 ([ Vdul| 2o + | Vdulloo [ Vdul L2 + [ Vil z2)}-

By the interpolation inequality, we have

(4.15) Ir(w)llzs < COM, N)||r(w)]| 3.2 1 m() | -

The Sobolev imbedding theorem and Proposition 2.4 imply that

(4.16) [7(w)llco < CLIAT (W)l L2 + C(M, N)(||[VT(u)l| L2, E(uo))},
and
(4.17) [Vdullco < C(M, N){|AT(u)|r2 + C(IVT(w)|| L2, E(u0))}-

Further, by Lemma 4.3 and Proposition 2.3,

ldull22 < [ldullwz2 + (V7 (u)l|L2, E(uo))
< C(IVr(u)llz2; E(uo)) = C(T, uo)-

Using this esimate, the Kato inequality and Propsition 2.5, we obtain that

IVdul| s < C(M,N){||Vdul 2 + |V |Vdul|| .2} | Vdu| ;.
< O(M, N){[|Vdul 2 + ||V?dul| 2} 3 ||V dul |}

(4.18) < C(M, N)||dul oo ||Vaul| .
< C(M, N, V()| 12, E(uo)
< C(T7 uO)

Finally, substituting (2.4), (4.15)—(4.18) into (4.14), we get
d
—/ AG2 dM = —25/ VA2 dM + C(T, uo){/ A dM +1}.
dt M M
It follows that
/ Adf?dM < C(T,ug) < o0, t € [0,T),
M
and hence
/ Ar(w)[2 dM < C(T,uo) < o0, ¢ € [0,T).
M
For the induction step, assuming

[ 18k aM < T, 1€ 0.7)
M
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for k£ > 1, we would like to prove

sup / |VAFT(u)]2dM < C(k, T, up).
tel0,T) J M

As before, we consider

1d

2 dt

/ (ViAFa, v v ARG) dM
M

/ |V AFu|? dM
M

(4.19)
= / {e(ViA 0, Vi VAR T (u)) + (Vi ARG, T (u) Ve VAR (u) ) dM.
M

It is not difficult to see from the commutation relation of covariant derivatives as in
the previous argument that

ViVilAFr(u) = YV, V., B(Viy -V
+ViAk+1u,

w, VoV )V, o Vi

sy Jsa s3

(4.20)

where so + s1 + s2 + s3 = 2k + 3, and up to a permutation
(plu' "7p507i17' o 7i517j17' "7j527k17' "7k83) = (iallulh" '7lk+lalk+1)7 l?, =1or2.
We can rewrite (4.20) as

ViViAFr(u) = VAR + R(uy, ViARd)u; + Q1 (du, Vdu, V2 +1du)

4.21
( ) +Qs(du, Vdu, - - -, V2, du),

where Q1, 9> are multilinear vector-valued functions and
|Qa(du, Vdu, - - -, V2 1du)|
(4.22) C(N)|V2du|?|du| + P(|dul|, |Vdul, |V23dul), k=1,
<
C(N)|V2:du|P!(|du|, |Vdul|, [V2du|) + P(|dul, - - -, |V du|), k>1,

for some positive multilinear functions P’ and P. Thus, from (4.21) and (4.22) we
have

(Vi ARG, J(u)V VAR (u)]

(ViAba, J(u) S R(Viy -+ Vi, w, Vi, -V @) Vi - Vi, u)]
(VARG J(u){R(uj, ViAki)u; + Q1 (du, Vdu, V2*+1du)})|
+U(V ARG, J(u) Qo (du, Vdu, - - -, V*du))|.

sy

(4.23)

IN

When k = 1, applying Lemma 4.3, Proposition 2.4 and the Sobolev imbedding theo-
rem, we obtain from (4.19) and (4.23) that

1d
——/ |V Au|? dM
2dt J

—5/ |A20|* dM + C(N, uo)/ {IVAQ? + |[VAG||V3du|
(4.24) M M

+| VAW V2du|? + [VAFG|P(|dul, |Vdul|, [V2du|)} dM

IN

—a/ |A%a)? dM + C(N, uo)/ VA2 dM + C(M, N, up).
M M
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When k > 1, by using Proposition 2.4, Lemma 4.3 and the Sobolev imbedding theo-
rem, the following two inequalities follow:

/{73(|du|,---,|V2k_1du|)}2dM < C(N, ||lug|lwartz2)
M

< C(N, | A T (uo) | L2, - IV (o) || 12, E(uo)),
and

1P (|dul, |Vdul,|V?dul)[|[co < C(N, [luo|lws.2)
< C(N, ||Ak7_(u0)||L27 T ||VT(U0)||L27E(UO))'

Therefore, by a direct calculation, we deduce from (4.19) and (4.23) that
1d
2dt
—5/ |AFLq2dM + C(N, uo)/ {IVAFQ|? + VAR | V22|
+|vXku||v%+1u| + |vMu|7>(|c?Z|, oy | V2R du)) Y dM

< —5/M|M+1u|2 dM + C(N, uO)/MIVA’“W dM + C(M, N,up),

/ |VAFq2dM
M

<
(4.25)
where C(N,ug) and C(M, N, up) depend on E(ug), ||7(uo)||r2, -, [|A*T(ug)| 2. By

the Gronwall inequality the required estimate follows from (4.24) or (4.25). Similarly,
we can also deduce

(4.26) sup / |AFFL L (w) |2 dM < C(k 4 1, T, up),
tel0,T)J M
where C(k + 1,T,ug) depends on E(ug), ||7(uo)|lz2,- -, |AF 7 (ug)|| 2. This com-

pletes the proof of Proposition 4.1.
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