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PREFACE

The sudden death of Armand Borel is a tragic loss to the world mathematical
community. He made many lasting contributions to mathematics, and played an
important editorial role in several leading journals (including the "Annals of Math-
ematics" and "Inventiones Mathematicae") over long periods of years. He was very
fond of Asia, visiting di�erent countries in Asia on a regular basis. Over the last �ve
years, he was very actively involved in stimulating interest amongst young mathe-
maticians in the theory of Lie Groups and Automorphic Forms in Hong Kong, India,
and China. In particular, right up until the last few weeks of his life he was vigorously
planning a series of Summer Schools to be held over the next few years at the Center
of Mathematical Sciences, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou,with the aim of encourag-
ing young Chinese mathematicians to work in the overlapping�elds of Lie Groups,
Automorphic Forms, and Arithmetic Geometry.

The Editors of the Asian Journal of Mathematics have decidedto publish a special
issue of the Asian Journal of Mathematics in honour of Professor Borel. They hope
that this will be one way in which his mathematical legacy, and also his vision and
hopes for the development of mathematics in Asia, can be given a permanent form.

We would like thank all the people who have contributed to this special issue and
the American Mathematical Society and the authors of the articles in Notices of AMS
on Armand Borel for their permission to reprint the articles , and Dominique Borel
and Andr�e Schklowsky for selecting and designing the pictures in the �rst part of the
issue.

We would also like to thank the following people for contributing pictures in this
issue: Armand Borel's family, W. Casselman, N. Mok, J. Mozzochi, N. Wallach.

Editorial Board of the Special Issue

John Coates, Lizhen Ji (Managing Editor),
Gopal Prasad, Yum-Tong Siu, Shing-Tung Yau
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