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ON THE ANDREWS-BOWMAN CONTINUED FRACTION

Dharma P. Gupta and David R. Masson

Dedicated to Dick Askey on the occasion of his 65th birthday

ABSTRACT. Andrews and Bowman have obtained a continued fraction represent-
ing a ratio of very-well-poised g¢7 basic hypergeometric series. They call this
a full extension of the Rogers-Ramanujan continued fraction. We rederive their
result starting with contiguous relations for a terminative 4¢3 series. We then
use Carleson’s theorem to prove corresponding contiguous relations for a non-
terminating very-well-poised g¢7 series. Both minimal and dominant solutions
to the Andrews-Bowman three-term recurrence then are obtained. The minimal
solution yields their continued fraction result via Pincherle’s Theorem. A special
parameterization of the three-term recurrence yields a polynomial recurrence of
the type associated with rational biorthogonality of type R;; with the dominant
solution giving an explicit expression for the polynomial. An explicit discrete
biorthogonality then is stated. The basic beta integral associated with this or-
thogonality is a summation formula for a pair of 3¢2 s of type I which generalizes
the g-Vandermonde summation.

1. Notation

We follow the notation of Gasper and Rahman [4], but we omit the designation ‘¢’
for the base in the g-shifted factorials and the basic hypergeometric functions. Thus,
with |¢| < 1, we have

(a)o:=1, (a)n =] (1—ag™"), n>0,
o (1.1)
(a1, a2, ... ax)n = [ [(aj)n
j=1

A basic hypergeometric series is

ros(ar,ag, ... ar; by, ba, ... b 2)
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176 GUPTA AND MASSON

For a very-well-poised g¢7 series, we make use of the notation
W= 8W7(a; ba C, d7 €, .f)

L ¢ an\/aa _Q\/avbacv dvev.f . G2q2
s Va, —/a,aq/b,aq/c,aq/d,aq/e,aq/f  bedef |

We also denote a balanced 4¢3 series by

(1.3)

a,b,c,d
(b'_ 4¢3(a,b,c,d,e,f,g) T 4¢3 < €,f7g ) q)

where
efg = abedg.

We follow the usual notation for variations of ¢ or W with respect to the parameters.
For example, W(f+) represents W with f replaced by fq, W(e+, f—) represents W
with e replaced by eq and f replaced by f/q, and ¢4 represents ¢ with a, b, ¢, d, e,
f replaced by agq, bq, cq, dq, eq, fq, respectively.

In [8], we obtained a contiguous relation connecting W (f+), W, and W(f—) and ob-
tained the related continued fraction. This was shown to be connected with Watson’s
g-analogue [14] of Ramanujan’s Entry 40 [13]. In [9], we made a more detailed study of
the above three-term recurrence. It was shown that, when the related continued frac-
tion terminates, it has a singularity structure of simple poles which is associated with
a system of biorthogonal rational functions. We were unable to exhibit the orthogo-
nality explicitly in the non-terminating case. The associated gW; case was studied in
[10] as a limit of a special linear combination of two balanced very-well-poised 19¢g
series. In another paper [7], we have used the g¢7 model to study the associated case
of the Askey-Wilson polynomials [4].

In a recent paper [2], Andrews and Bowman have obtained the second-order g¢-
difference equation for a non-terminating W(a; b, ¢, d, e, f) using variations of the pa-
rameter ‘a’. The connected continued fraction and its limiting cases also are given.
The proof depends on the properties of some auxiliary functions defined and studied
by Andrews [1] in his earlier work on g¢-difference equations for the very-well-poised
basic hypergeometric series.

We feel obliged to study the above problem for several reasons. Firstly, the three-
term recurrence satisfied by a hypergeometric function is essentially a three term
contiguous relation, and we should be able to obtain the Andrews-Bowman equation
from three-term contiguous relations. Starting with some contiguous relations for 4¢3
series, we obtain a contiguous relation for g7 which gives the result obtained by An-
drews and Bowman. Secondly, as a bonus, we are able to find a second solution to the
second-order g-difference equation which was not given in [2]. From the asymptotics
of the two solutions, we show that one of the solutions is a minimal solution. We
then apply Pincherle’s theorem [12] to obtain the value of the associated continued
fraction. Finally, we discuss a rational biorthogonality resulting from this study of
sWr functions. As a byproduct, we have a summation formula for 3¢5 s of type L.

Andrews and Bowman have proved the following;:
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Theorem A (Andrews & Bowman [2]). If

(zq/b,x2q/c,vq/d, xq/e,2q/ f)oo

H(.I) = (:Eq)oo 8W7('r;bacv dvev.f)v (14)
then
Q(z)H (x) = P(z)H (xq) + R(z)H (xq*) (1.5)
where
Q(z) = (1 — 2%¢°05)(1 — 2%¢°05)p(xq), (1.6)
P(x) = —zq(1 - 552(1305)(01 —xqo3 + $C3q30205 - 564(140405)]9(9“1)
— (=1 = @qo1 + 2°q*o5)p(2)p(xq)
- p(x)( — 28" 0902 4+ 2°¢° 010405 — 2°¢ 0405 + 21q o305 + 21 ¢ om0
—2%q"0? — 230105 + 22 Poy — 22 P03 + xqal), (1.7)
2 2 2
zq zq zq
R(z) = 1—— 1—— ] - (1—-—— 1.8
@) =oaplo) (15 ) (1-35) - (1- 2. (1.8
p(z) =1 —22¢%04 + 23¢* 0105 — 2°¢° 02, (1.9)
and o = Uj(%, %, é, é, %) denotes the j*" elementary symmetric function of %, %, é,
toquwithoy =g+ ¢+ 5+4+7,...,05=1/bedef.

The resulting continued fraction is given by

H(z) _ P(z)  R()/Q)
H(zg) ~ Q) R . (L10)
Paq?)] Q)

P(zq)/Q(zq)
P(2q%)/Q(zq?) + P(2¢3)/Q(zq3) + -

Note the misprint in [2] in the definition of P(z). The coefficient of the term in 26¢*!
should be —qo202, and not —qo20s.

2. Three-term contiguous relation for g\

We start with a balanced 4¢3 series

where
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Wilson [15] has obtained a number of three-term contiguous relations satisfied by
terminating balanced 4 F3’s. Following his procedure, we can obtain analogous results
for terminating balanced 4¢3’s. We indicate below the derivation of a few of these
which are relevant to our work.

If we subtract the series term-by-term, we obtain the following four relations:

T e D
a9 = DL o), 2.3
e _(e—=a)1=b)(1—c)(1—d) .
) = 0= Tt i —g) 7 24)
7q(a—e)(1—b(1—c)(1—d) .
Aot e 0= g0 et - N —g) 2
¢(e+7f+)_¢: q(f_eq)(l_a)(l_b)(l_c)(l_d) ¢+(6—|—) (26)

(1-e)1—eq)(1 - f/9)(1 = f)(1-g)

In order to obtain another relation, we use Sear’s transformation [4, (II1.15)] for
terminating balanced 4¢3 series; i.e., the transformation

qinabvcad . _ (f/b)n(g/b)n 7 qin,b7€/C,€/d .
4¢3 ( e,f,g ,Q> - W b 4¢3 (6,bql_n/f, bql—n/g 7Q) (27)

1-n

where efg = bedg
If we apply (2.7) to the series ¢, ¢4 (a—), ¢4 (e+) with a = ¢~™, n > 0, we have,

respectively, the series
(f/b)nlg/b)n b a,befc,e/d
473 e,ef/cd,eg/cd’q ’

n g/b)n n avbQ5e/C’ B/d .
7(bq) 4¢3 (eq,ef/cd,eg/cd’q>’

and

(f/b)n-1(g/b)n—1 n— aq,bg,eq/c,eq/d
(f@)n-1(99)n—1 (ba) 103 (eq2, efq/cd,egq/cd ’q> ’

It can be seen that the three 4¢3 series given above are connected by the relation (2.5).
After writing this connecting equation, we reverse the transformations and thus arrive
at the following contiguous relation:

— a - Wy 9 (L=a)(b—e)(c—e)(d—e)
(a=f)la—g)p+(a—) — — T—o0—ed

X by (e4) —all - )1 - )6 =0. (28)

Making appropriate substitutions from (2.3) through (2.6) into (2.8), we can easily
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derive the following:

(1—e)b—-f)b—9g) bg (1—f/g)la—e)(c—e)(d—e)

[gb(cH—, b—) — (Jﬂ +

(b—aq) (1 —a)(f —eq)
x [ple+,f—=) =] +b(1 —c)(1 —d)p =0, (2.9)
(1—a)(b—e)[olat,et) — @] = (1 —b)(a —€) [d(b+,e+) — @], (2.10)

a(l —a)(b—e)(c—e)(d—e)[plat,e+) — ¢] +e(l —e)(1 - f/q)(a—e€)(a—g)
x [pla—, f=) = ¢] +ae(1 =b)(1 —c)(1 —d)(a —e)p =0, (2.11)

bla— f)(a—g)[pla—e=) = ¢] —a(b— f)(b—g)[¢(b— )
abla—b)(1—c)(1—-4d
(1—e/q)

We now proceed to obtain a 4¢3 contiguous relation in which four of the seven param-
eters are made to vary. Replacing (b, g) by (bg, gq) in (2.9), interchanging e and g in
(2.10), and then eliminating ¢(a+, g+) from the resulting equations, we have

o)l — b - f/gla—e)c—e)(d—e)
(1 —e)(L —g)(bg — f) + = F—ca)

—bg(1 —a)(1 —c)(1 = d) | (b+, g+)

bg® (1= f/g)(a—e)(c—e)(d—¢) B
-— e d(b+, e+, f—, g+)

— (1 —e)(1=g)(bg— f)o =0. (2.13)

Next we replace (a,g) by (a/q,9/q) in (2.9), interchange e and ¢ in (2.12), and then
eliminate ¢(b—, g—) from the two relations. We get

(ef a1~ )6 gf) - 0 Lt aefa— )0 el e)d o

+ab(b—e)(1—c)(1— d)} dla—, g—)

abg (1= f/g)afg—cNb-efe—cd—c) .
T 0= a)))(J = cq) olom et f=.97)

ab(l—c)(1—d)] ,

_ ¢]
¢ =0. (2.12)

(2.14)

Wenow let a < b, f < gin (2.13),e <> gin (2.14), e < fin (2.11), and then eliminate
¢(a+, f+) and ¢(a—,e—) from the resulting three relations to obtain a three-term
contiguous relation connecting ¢, ¢(a+, e+, f+,g—) and ¢p(a—,e—, f—, g+). We state
this result below as Theorem 1.
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Theorem 1. If ¢ := 4¢3 (aé,b}?c;d ;q) s a balanced terminating 4¢3 series, then
a(l —a)(b— f)(c— f)(d - f)[ (1—g/g)b—e)(c—e)(d—e¢)
D, € (9 —eq)

x plat, e+, f+,9—) + (1 —e)(1 - f)(ag — g)¢
fA =1 —=e/g)(a—f)la—g)

+ Dy

abg (b —g)(1 — f/q)(a/q —g)(c — g)(d —g)

a5 (T a/o)(F - 90 Ha=sem = 94)
ab(1 —¢)(1 —d)

+ (1 —=g)b~— €/Q){(f9 —ab) + W}Qﬁ

- [a(l —a)b—fle=Hld—-f)+fA-f1—-e/g)(a— f)la—g)
—af(l-b)(1—-c)(1—-d)(a—f)|¢=0
(2.15)
where

(1—e) eq eq eg eg eg
e
' (g — eq) cfo\a—aq b c d L+ be  cd + bd

+ egleq — g — aeq) + ae® f¢ ]

and
__(1-9(=-a eg _fg  ef
P2 = g(L—a/q)(f g){abg(ngngerg_bc_bd_?_?+q_2)
e 2
+bg(e + f — gq) — fqg }

Note that it requires some simple algebra to write expressions Dy and Ds in the
form in which they are given.

It is now possible to obtain from (2.15), the required three-term contiguous rela-
tion for gW7 by applying the Watson’s transformation [4, (III. 17)] of a terminating
balanced 4¢3 to a terminating very-well-poised g¢7:

QQ/bCa da €, f . _ (aq/d’ aq/ea CLQ/f, aq/def)oo .
403 (aq/b, aq/c,def/a ,q) ~ (ag,aq/de,aq/df, aq/ef) oo sWi(a;bc,dye, f) (2.16)

with f=q™", say.

n (2.16), we make the parameter substitutions:

Bed C—e D—f E-% p_% _%f

b c a

aq
be’
where the balance condition requires

G = ABCDq/EF. (2.18)

A= (2.17)
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The transformations (2.16) therefore may be rewritten as

é A,B,C,D _\ _ (CDq/G,BDq/G,BCq/G,q/G)
193\ E,F,G 1) T (BCDq/G,Bq/G,Cq/G, Dq/C)ue
EF

BCD BCDq BCDq .
G ' GE ' GF ’B’C’D’BCD)' (2.19)

><8W7<

We replace small letters in relation (2.15) by capitals and apply (2.19) to the three
series ¢, p(A+, E+, F+,G—), and ¢(A—, E—, F—, G+).

Thus (2.15) will yield a relation connecting three g W+ series with parameters written
in terms of A, B, C, D, E, F. With the help of (2.17), we substitute back the values
of A, B, C, D, E, F in terms of a, b, ¢, d, e, f. After making simplifications, the
result may be stated as:

Theorem 2. If W := Wy (a;b,c, d,e,f;a2q2/bcdef) is a terminating very-well-
poised gp7, with say f=q~ ", then

a(l —aq)(1 — ga/bc)(1 — aq/bd) --- (1 — ag/ef)
(1—agq/b)(1 —aq/c)--- (1 —aq/f)

+ {g(l —aq/be)(1 —aq/cd)(1 — aq/ce)(1 — aq/cf)(1 — a’q*/bdef)(1 — a*q*o5)p(a/q)

+b(1 —a/bc)(1 —a/bd)(1 — a/be)(1 —a/bf)(1 — a?/edef)(1 — a*qos)p(a)

p(a/q)W(a+)

+ {1_b—§+a(é+é+ %) —a2qa5(d+e—|—f)—a3qa5<1—%— %) }p(a/q)p(a)]w
(1—a/b)(1—a/c)---(1 —a/f)(1 - a*qos5)(1 — a*os)

— = p(a)W(a—)=0. (2.20)

We next proceed to remove the restriction of ‘termination of series’ in the statement
of Theorem 2. We prove:

Theorem 3. If W(a—) = Wy (a/q;b, c,d,e, f;aQ/bcdef) is a convergent mon-
terminating very-well-poised s series, then it satisfies the three-term contiguous re-
lation (2.20).

Proof. By Theorem 2, the relation (2.20) is valid for a terminating W. Suppose the
termination is due to the parameter f = ¢~", n being a non-negative integer. We then
replace ¢—" by ¢~* where z is a complex variable. We then multiply the left side of
equation (2.20) by (aq/f,a%q?0s), so that it becomes an analytic function of z which
we denote by F(z).

The function F(z) is zero for z = 0,1,2,..., and the three g¢7 series in F(z) are
absolutely convergent for R(z) > 0 since |a?/bedef| < 1. Also, F(z) is bounded in the
half plane when |z| — co.

Thus the conditions of Carlson’s theorem [3, p. 39] are satisfied. Accordingly,
F(z) = 0 for all values of z. This completes the proof of the theorem. O
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Remark 1. Note that, by the application of Carlson’s theorem, we can remove the
restriction of ‘termination of series’ in any three-term contiguous relation for a termi-
nating g¢7. However, Carlson’s theorem cannot be applied to remove this restriction
in a three-term relation for a terminating 4¢3. This is because of the fact that in this
case, due to the balance condition, one cannot obtain a corresponding F'(z) which is
both analytic and suitably bounded.

Remark 2. We now write the relation (1.5) given by Andrews and Bowman in the
form

R(a/q)H(aq) + P(a/q)H(a) — Q(a/q)H(a/q) = 0, (2.21)

with Q(z), P(z), R(z) given by (1.6), (1.7), and (1.8), respectively. Using (1.4), if
we change H s into W s in the relation (2.21), we observe that (2.21) and (2.20) are
identical.

However, the equality of the middle term, i.e., the coefficient of W, is not so evident,
and one needs to verify the following algebraic identity:

(- 40 2)0-2)(-2) (- 55)0 - i
2

=050 20~ )0~ )i

[ ol Lo d) ot (2 L)

= —a(1 — a*qos) (01 — ao3 + a*o905 — a*oy0o5)p(a) + (1 + aoy — a®qos)p(a/q)p(a)

6,5 2 5 4 5 4 4.3
—[—a Q0905 +0°q 010405 —a"q 0405 +a q 0305

+a*Pogos — a*Pot — a*¢Poos + a’qoy — a’qos + aal}p(a/q).

(2.22)

We have verified the above identity with the help of the Maple Software program.

3. The ¢-difference equation and its solutions

Replacing a by ag¢™ in (2.21), we obtain the second-order difference equation

R(aqn_l)Un-i-l + P(a’qn_l)Un - Q(a’qn_l)Un—l =0 (31)
where
(aqn—i-l/b’ a]qn—i-l/c7 . 7alqn-i-l/f)oo a2q2n+2
Un = H ") = W n7 b7 7d7 y J s .
(ag™) (g™ oo sWr { aq";b,¢.d.e, f bede f
(3.2)

Renormalizing (3.1), we obtain the equation

Xpt1+e X, — fnXn-1=0 (33)
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where

€n = P(aqn_l)
= —aq"(1 — a*¢*o5) (01 — aq"o3 + a*¢*"on05 — a4q4”a4a5)p(aq")

2¢*"os)p(ag™ " )plag™)

—(=1—aq"o1 +a’q
_ [ S¢S +50502 + 5P 010405 — aPqT ooy

o505 + a4 4n+30_205 4q4n+3 2 3q3n+201 o5

+ a2 oy — a2 oy + aq"ol}p(aqn_l), (3.4)
fo = R(aq”’z)Q(aq”’l)
aq" (1= aq"/be)(1 — aq"/bd) - - (1 — aq" /ef)
x (1= a’¢*"05)(1 — a®¢*"o5)p(ag"?)plag™). (3.5)

+ a4 4An+3

From (3.2), we know that one solution of equation (3.3) is given by

x@ = anqn(nfl)/2 ﬁ p(aqk72) (aanrl/b, aanrl/Cv cee aanrl/f)OO
" o (g™t ) o (ag™1 /be, aq™t1/bd, . .. aq™ T /e f) oo
W 5 p a2q2n+2
" i >0. (3.6
X8 7(‘1617 , G, 7€7f7 bcdef>7 n = ( )

A second solution to the equation (3.3) may be obtained by applying a ‘reflection’
transformation to (2.21). We make the parameter replacements

(a’abvcadaevf) I <2 g gagagvg) (37)

in the original equation, viz., the equation (2.21). Before making the parameter
replacements in (2.21) we expand P(a/q) in powers of ‘a’ to obtain the following:

P(a/q) = ZCka (3.8)

where

Cy =1,

Cy = —oy,

Co=(1+q)os — (1+q+q°)oa,

Cs = (14 q+¢* +¢*)o105 — qos,

Ci=(q+¢*+¢*)oi — (¢4 ¢*)osou — (q+ ¢*)os05 — (1 + ¢*)o205,
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Cs = (1+q+¢*+q")ouos + (¢ + ¢*)or0305 — (1 + ¢°)o?

— (¢ +2¢* +2¢° + ¢*)o10405 + ¢° 0103,

Cs = (¢° + ¢*)o20405 + (¢ + ¢ + ¢")oi 03 + (¢ + ¢°)o203
— (> + ¢*)otou0s — (q+ ¢*)o108 + 2¢° 030405 — ¢°0f,

Cr ==+ 4"+ q")o305 — (g + ¢°)o308 — (¢ + ¢*)o1030% + (¢ + ¢°)0u0?
+(¢* + ¢*)oroios — 2¢° 010208 + ¢Poia?,

Cs = (¢* +2¢° +2¢" + ¢®)01040% — (> + @ + ¢ + ¢O)o102 + (¢ + ¢°)o

—(¢*+¢ )020405 - q40f040§,

Co = (¢* + ¢°)o10208 + (¢ + ¢°) 0208 + (¢* + ¢°)os02 — (¢ + ¢* + ¢°)oial,
Cro=—(*+ ¢+ ¢ + ¢°)ouc? + ¢°o3,

Cii = (¢* + ¢" + ¢®)or05 — (@° + ¢°)o03,

C12 = ¢°0403,

Ci3 = —q¢%03. (3.10)

Under the reflection transformation (3.7), we see that
adc, — —a713q7605_5a137k013_k, (3.11)
and, hence,
P(a/q) — —a~ P05~ P(a/q). (3.12)

It is easy to obtain the reflected forms of  and R. We find that

Q(a/q) — —q P05 (1 — a’¢®os) (1 — a’¢Pos)p(a/q),
R(a/q) — —q *o5 %a™"p(a)(1 — a/be)(1 — a/bd) - - (1 — a/ef).

Thus, we obtain from (2.21), the equation

a0 g p(a) (1 —a/be) (1—a/bd) -~ (1—a/e ) l(aq)—a~ o5 P~ Pla/q) A (a)
+a %5 p(a/q)g (1 — a®¢®o5)(1 — a*qPos)H(a/q) =0 (3.13)

where H(a) denotes the reflection of H(a).

Again, replacing a by ag¢” in (3.12) and writing H(a/q) = Vi1, H(a) = V,, and
H(aq) = V,,_1, we have

a4q4n+lg5p(aqn—l)(1 a2q2n+2 )(1 a2q2n+3 )Vn+1 _ P(aqn—l)Vn

a” g "o ag"  plag™) (1 — aq” /be) (1 — ag” /bd) - - (1 — ag"™ /e f)Vro1 =0
(3.14)
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(b /a,cq " a, ..., faT" T a)oo
(q—"+2/a)oo

X sW7< “"a;q/b,q/c,q/d,q/e, q/ f;

def —2n 1

). (3.15)

Renormalization of (3.13) yields the original equation (3.3). Hence, a second solution
of (3.3) is given by

X = const. (—1)"a’" e Hp

(bg~ "“/a,cq a, o fe T a)s
("% /a)s

><8W7(q”“/a;q/b,q/c,---,q/f, bedef q " 1) (3.16)

X (a205)2n+2

(2)

Omitting constant factors independent of n, X also may be written as

n

X2 = (1 [ plad ™)y (ag

k=0 aq™ /b, aq/c, ..., aq"] f)eo (02?205 ) ne

nl)

><8W7<q‘"+1/a;q/b7q/c,--.,q/f, bedef q " 1)- (3.17)

4. Asymptotics and the continued fraction

From (3.6), it is clear that as n — oo,
X o grgn(n=1)/2 Hp ' (4.1)

In order to find the asymptotics of the solution X,(lz)7 given by (3.16), we make use of
the three-term transformation of a W7 into two 4¢3s. The standard transformation
formula is given in [4, (111.36)]. However, it is more convenient to use the following
form of the transformation derived in [10] as a limiting case of a generalized three-term
transformation for complementary pairs of 1g9¢g s:

A2q2
8W7<A,B,C,D,E7F,m>
(Aq/C,Aq/D,Aq/E, Aq/F,B/C, A?q*/ BCDEF)os

% 48 Aq/DB,Aq/EB,Aq/FB,C
473\ Aq/B,Cq/B, A%¢*/ BDEF

;q> + idem (B; C). (4.2)

Note that the above formula also can be derived by first applying the two-term
transformation [4, (IT1.24)] to §W7 and then applying the three-term transformation
[4,(T11.36)] to the resulting gW7.



186 GUPTA AND MASSON

Applying (4.2) to the §W7 in (3.16), we obtain

. bcde op—
8W7(q +1/Q;Q/b,g/0,--.,g/f, f 2 1)

(q’”Jr2 q cdqg™™ ceqfn cfq™™ bdef 72n)
- q

_ a b a  a ' a  a?
cq—n+1 dq—n+1 eq—n-i—l fq—n+l c bcdef P
) 9 ) IR 2 q
a a a a b" a 0

< oy (v e b )
I\ bg/a,bg/e, bde fqm a2

) + idem (b; ¢). (4.3)
Applying
(ag™ ™) = (=1)"a"q """V (g/a)n(a)os
and letting n — oo, we find that the right side of (4.3) is asymptotic to
¢ cd ce cf aagag ag g\ (bdef a’q
o a’a’ a’ a’'qg cd ce’cf’b a? " bdef

191 a/e
cg dg eq fq a a aa c) (bedef o’ ba/c’
a?q bedef

a’a’a’ a’c’d’e’f’b

+ idem (b; c). (4.4)

. b) oo .
Since 1 ¢1 (bz//cc;b) = (bE]/)C)oo7 we infer that

8W7 (qn+1/a; Q/ba q/C, RS q/f7

bcdef )
has constant asymptotics. Consequently from (3.16), we have, as n — oo,
XP =~ (=1)"C ] (p(ag"?)). (4.5)

From (4.1) and (4.5), it follows that

(1)
lim —— Xn =0, (4.6)

and, therefore, Xr(Ll) is the minimal solution to the second-order difference equation
(3.3).

We now apply Pincherle’s theorem [12] to obtain the continued fraction associated
with the equation (3.3). We use the formula

1 x®
— == (4.7)
CF  px{M
where
CF =e1+ K & (4.8)

n=2 €n
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Substituting from (3.4), (3.5), and (3.6), we have

1

€1+f2

e + fa

63—|—

. 8W7 (aq7 bu c, d7 €, f7 a2q4/bcdef)
B 8W7 (a7 ba ¢, d7 ¢, .fa a2q2/bcdef)

x (1 —ag) (4.9)

(=)0~ 2 (= )1 - o) (1 - @)oo

If we replace a by x, this is Theorem 1 of Andrews and Bowman [2].

Remark 3. Andrews and Bowman [2, (3.16)] have obtained a limiting case of (4.9) by
writing f = ¢, and taking the limit as N — co. This gives

" a,b,c  de

372\ d,e 7 abe _ T'(a,b,c,d,e) n U'(a,b,c,d,e)/S (a,b,c,d,e) (4.10)
P (aq,bq,cq, de) ~ S'abye,dye) - T'(ag,bg,cq, dg, eq®) '
302 —

dq,eq® " abe S'(aq, b, cq,dq, eq?)

where

S'(a,b,c,d, e) = a®b*c(d)2(e)3(1 — eq*)(1 — eq®),
T'(a,b,c,d,e) = abe(l — dg)(1 — eq?)(1 — eq?)
X [abc(e)g +de(1 —eq®){(ab+ac+bc+e —abc —e(a+b+c)}

+d(1—e){eq(ab+ ac+ bc+e) — abc — e(a + b+ c)}],
U'(a,b,c,d,e) = d’e(1 —e)(1 —aq)(1 —bq)(1 — cq)(a —eq)(b — eq)(c —eq).  (4.11)

Note that we have corrected, in (4.11), a number of misprints in the expressions for
S” and T” in [2, (3.14)]. The above result was obtained earlier in [5] and [6], where
(4.10) is obtained with the help of the minimal solution to the three-term recurrence
for the associated big g-Jacobi polynomials. We refer to [5, (3.3)], which is the same
as (4.10). This is verified by writing

a=—, b=—,

A B
q q

in (4.10) and simplifying it to the other form.



188 GUPTA AND MASSON

5. Biorthogonal rational functions

Let us rewrite equation (3.1) with a new parameter ‘y’ inducted into the equation.
Making parameter replacements

b d
(a,b7c7d,e7f)—>(a 288k i) (5.1)
y y y y y Yy
we find that
(01,02,03,04,05) — (yal,y202,y3037y4047y505) (5.2)
and
plag") — p(ag™). (5.3)
Consequently, we can easily show that
R(aq"™') =y *R(ag" "),
_ By
Q) = (1= 22) (1= gt
and
n—1 1
P(ag"™") — —Q(Any - By) (5.4)
where
A, = —p(ag" " )p(ag™) + cnBrp(aq™) + 6pplag™ "),
By, = pnp(aq" ") + anp(aq™) + vaplag™ plag™), (5.5)
and
an = —aq" (o1 —aq"os + ¢ os05 — a4q4”0405),
B = @ o,
Y = aq o1 — a3q3n+1 s,
571 _ a6q6n+50_ O' 4 a5 571-1—40,1040,5 4 a4 4n+3030,5
— a2 — BP0 05 + a2 o
i = a’@"oy05 — atq*" Pogos + a? 2"+103 —aq"o;. (5.6)

With the above substitutions made in equation (3.1), we have

n+1 n+1 n+1
aq"” aq aq aq
o) (1- =) (1= ) (1 L) Y~ (- B,

—y(l 5;y)<1—ﬁny>< Nt =0, (5.7)

with a solution given by

(aq™*t /by, aq™ ! [ey, ... aq" "/ fy)oo
(g1 /y?) o
a2 2n+2

x sWr <aq"/y2;b/y,6/y, R VT chefy) . (5.8

Y, =
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Renormalizing the equation (5.7), we obtain the equation in the form required for an
Rys-fraction [11]. Namely

Zn(y) - (y - Cn)Zn—l(y) + )\n(y - an)(y - bn)Zn—2(y) =0 (59)
where
an = qﬁ;l _ a72q72n05—1, ﬁ 1 —2n—1 5—17 Cp = Bn/Ana
5 5n
Ap = — a9 (1 —aq"/bc)(1 —aq™/bd)--- (1 —aq™/ef) ng(aq")p(aq"_2). (5.10)

AnAn—l
From (5.8), a solution of (5.9) is

n+ 1
w_ (@ /2 aqﬂ
A= (5) e T (M

(GCJ"”/ by, aq"”/ y,...,aq" ) fY) oo

@ Jy®) oo (aq™ 2 fbe, ag™+2)bd, . ag™2 /e f)o
2 2n+4

n a~q
<ot (o el i ). (5.11)

We can obtain a second solution to the equation (5.9) from the formula we obtained

for a second solution X to equation (3.1). The second solution to (5.9) works out

to be
7= (- [T (222

" (aq" /y*)oo
(ag"t1 /by, aq"tt/cy, ..., aq" ) fy)oc(a?¢* T 0o5Y)
n bcdef on—
x g Wy (qu Ja;ya/byq/e, ... yq/ f; 2 3) (5.12)

We now consider the R-fraction of the type Rj; associated with the recurrence
relation (5.9). From (5.9), we have

1 zV 1
0 = : (5.13)
My —a1)(y —b1) z) e A2(y — az)(y — ba)
—e —
As(y — az)(y — bs)
y—Cc2 —
y—«C3 — -
Substituting for Zy, Z_1, A1, a1,b1 from (5.9) and (5.11), we find that
1 Z) Ay —aq%05")” My~ atq oy )
My —a1)(y — b1) Z( ) plaq)atyq®o?
aq\ (aq® ag® ag? ag b c [ a*qty
R AR C T )
o Yoo Nby ey T fy Yy y oy bedef] gy
(an) (aq aq aq) - (a b c f a2q2y)
5 FE R T\ o Ty Ty T
y? Joo\by  cy fyloo BTNy y Ty y’ bedef
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An application of the transformation [4, (II1.36)] to the W7 in the denominator above

for aq/bc =1 yields
(ag/y?, aq/de,aq/df,aq/ef)oo (5.15)
(aq/dy,aq/ey,aq/ fy,aqy/def)s '

Henceforth, we impose the restriction ag = be. To the numerator sW7 in (5.14)
apply the go7 to s¢7 transformation [4, (I11.23)]. We then obtain

aq2 aq2 aq2) ( a2q4 a2q4>
o)

1 ZD 1A (@’@’ fy D bdef cdef
My —a)(y—b1) z  yplag) (ag ag a’¢* ag aq agq
by’ cy’ defy de’ df ' ef )

¢ | Jerdt e’ ag® ad” ag® b oc
defy W\ defy "\ defy ef df de Yy
q|. (5.16)

X 8¢7 5
o’ [a*q’ ag® o’ ag® ¢’ o
defy defy’ dy’ ey’ fy’ bdef’ cdef

From (5.16), it is clear that the singularities are given by (aq/by, aq/cy)ec = 0, i.€
m=0,1,2,....

y=uaq™™/b and y=aq™/c for

The residue at y = ag™*! /b easily works out to be

bq—m+l bq—m+1 bq—m+1 a2q4 a2q4
Ay (—1)mqm<m+1>/2( d e ' f )oo(q’ bdef’cdef)oo
(bq"” M) (G, 00 a0
c ' def de’ dfef/
abg™™*? ag® aq® ag® V2,1 _.
La g ). (5A7)

plag)  (@m(@)o

W -+ 0. - - __

s 7( def ef ' df ' de’a

The gW7 above is summed up by Jackson’s g-analogue of Dougall’s 7 Fg-sum [4, I1.22]
We thus obtain the residue at y = ag™*! /b as

a*q* bq bq bq) (aq ag® aq)

w_ A (bdef d'e’ ¥ bd ’ bf
cq a~q

(0 2
p(aq) (%Z_Jggz—q)w (qvg’@)m

(5.18)

The residue at y = ag™*!/c is similarly obtained. Using aq = b, it is given by

a’¢® aq® aq? aq2) (bq ab bq)

o — A (def’ﬁ’ﬁ’ﬁ d’ e’ f (5.19)
Tm p(aq) (%7 @, %7 @) b2 abq3
de’ df’ ef’ b%/ EER def
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The sum of the residues at all singularities therefore is given by

( a*q* bg bg bq)oo

i L9y = M 1 bdef’ d’ ¢’ f
— ~ plag) (%4 94 a7 b?
m=0 (de’df’ef)oo (a—q)oo
ag’ aq’ ag? (G ba bq bg
bd’ be ' bf def’ bd’ be’ bf /oo d’ e’ f
X3¢2 aqz a2q4 g |+ (%) 3¢2 b2 abq3 34
e o © )

An explicit polynomial solution. A lot of simplification takes place in the case
aq = be. Applying the transformation [4, (II1.36)] to the sW7 in (5.12), we can write

Z,(f) in the form

70 = nﬁ qﬂ D) (aq" /%)
aqn-i-l aqn-i-l aqn-l—l 2 2ntd
=0 ( ) PRI ) "
by oy [ (@7 osy)ec

(zyi de df Ei) (4 ag® aq® 223) g Ya v v
y a aq’ aq aq/ y2’de’df’efn¢ "dle’ f 5

(@ ey fy def) (aq aq aq ayq3) s b_yqfn Y ayq" 3 4

a’ a’ a’ ayq? dy’ ey’ fy’ def a a def

(5.21)

From (5.21), we write the expressions for Zé2) and Z£2), and consequently, we obtain
the expression for P, = 21(2) /Zéz). After simplification, we have

_ pla) aq? aq aq aq 5 1 1 1

Pl—f(l‘%)(l‘ﬁ)(l‘?”“—* o (32 7)
b

~y+a qy(1 ;erelf)— de (aq+%)]. (5.22)

In order to obtain a simplified expression for p(a)/A; in the case aq = be, we prefer

to write

1 s
o1=Ats1, 02 = — +Asi+ 52, 03 = — + Ay + 3,

aq aq

o2 . (5.23)

where

s1=1/d+1/e+1/f, so=1/de+1/df +1/ef,
s3 =1/def, A=1/b+b/aq. (5.24)
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Therefore, from (1.9), (5.5), (5.23), and (5.24), we get

pla) =1 —agss + a’¢*s1s3 — a’q’s3 = (1 — ag/de)(1 — agq/df)(1 — ag/ef),
plag) =1— aq®ss + a®qs1s3 — a3qss§ - a2q4/\33(1 -q), (5.25)
o1 = —agAp(a), B1 = aq’ss,
and
61 = a%q3(s2/aq + As3)plaq) + a®q*s3 [ — A1 — ag®sy + a*¢°s183 — a’q" s3)

+(1=q)(—s1 — aq®sas3 + aq’ss + aq353)} .

Considerable algebra is required in determining the value of A4; from (5.6) and then
obtaining the value of A;/p(a) in the form below:

Ay aq? aq? aq?
om0 ) () (-5 a-waraday. e

Consequently, the monic polynomial P; can be written from (5.22) in the form

_ag(A—gs2 + aq*s3)

P =
1) =y 1 — ag3se + a2gdAs3
b 1 1 1 1 aq*
agl —++-—q|l—+—+— )+
oy (aq b (de df ef) def) ' (5.27)

2.5
1o (3 + 5+ o)+ i (G +9)

This provides a check of our calculations. In general, the monic polynomial solution
of degree n to the recurrence (5.9) in the case ag = be is given explicitly by

Pay) = 22 () /28 W) (5.28)

with Z<?) given by (5.21). Thus,

n (Y ag ag® a_qQ) (q'osp)
Puly) = (—y)n(H p<aqﬂl>> by’ ey’ de df e a0 1Y)
—n Y4 Y4 Y4
b) d b) e b f
X 4¢3 b ey o ay a5l (5.29)

A By
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The biorthogonality. We now record the biorthogonality associated with this Rj;-
fraction [11]. We first define the rational functions

B Pu(y)
Saly) = [Toe: (v — ars1)(y — brga)
_ [ a o 2n2+5nP”7(y)
B (def ) ! (ayg®)an’ o

The biorthogonality then is given by

S AP Pulag™ 1 /5)Sn (a1 /6) + A Plag™ /) Su(ag™H ) = 0,

0<k<n, bc=aq. (5.31)

A 3¢9 summation formula. The large y asymptotics of (5.16) yields

a2q4 a2q4 aq2 aq2 aq2
S a O hperp)e  (oraa
(b) s ef cdef /o e e
> () + ) ¢ 1q 5.32
= pog) (9T A1) R eyt oyt (5.32)
de’ df "ef /oo bdef’ cdef

where bc = aq.

Comparing (5.32) with (5.20), we obtain a new s¢o summation formula. The 3¢
s involved in (5.20) are of type I [4, p. 60] where the argument is ‘¢’. Also, they may
be said to be 0-balanced because the product of the denominator parameters is equal
to the product of the numerator parameters. The 3¢5 in (5.32) is also of type I, but
is 1-balanced.

We thus arrive at a formula connecting a pair of 0-balanced, type I, 3¢2 s with a
1-balanced, type I, 3¢2. With a renaming of the parameters, we may write the identity
as

(P.Ag/E.By/E.Co/E)ee | <A,B,C") (qF/E, A, B,C)u
(4/E)se *\ E,F > (E/q)

<atn (M5 TV ) = e Far v o (IS a) )

where
EF = ABC.

A limiting case of (5.33) for F,C — 0 yields the non-terminating form of the g¢-
Vandermonde sum (see [4,(11.23)].
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