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ON A DENSITY PROBLEM FOR ELLIPTIC
CURVES OVER FINITE FIELDS*

YEN-MEI J. CHENT AND JING YUt

Abstract. We prove an analogue of Artin’s primitive root conjecture for two-dimensional tori
Resk/q Gm under the Generalized Riemann Hypothesis, where K is an imaginary quadratic field.
As a consequence, we are able to derive a precise density formula for a given elliptic curve E over a
finite prime field. One adjoins coordinates of all ¢-torsion points to the base field and asks for the
density of the rational primes £ for which the resulting Galois extension over the base field has degree
£2 — 1. Tt turns out that the density in question is essentially independent of the curves, and unless
in certain special cases, even independent of the characteristic p if p Z 1 (mod 4).

1. Introduction. Given an elliptic curve E/p,, one is interested in the Galois
representations on {-torsion E[f] C E(F,) for various rational prime numbers . Let
F, (E[€]) be the Galois extension of F, obtained by adjoining all coordinates of points
in E[f]. A basic question is: how often the degree [F,(E[{]) : Fp] can be the largest
possible, in other words, is equal to 2 —1 ?

If the given curve E/p, is supersingular, it is not difficult to deduce that for
almost all £, the degree of I, (E[{])/F, is bounded by 2(¢£ —1). Thus for our purpose it
suffices to consider non-supersingular elliptic curves. We want to study the following
set associated to a given non-supersingular E/p,:

Mg = {£: £ rational prime, [F,(E[¢]):F,]= ¢ —1}.

Our main result is that, under the generalized Riemann Hypothesis (GRH), these sets
Mg always have positive density. Furthermore the value of this density den(MEg) can
be given precisely in terms of a universal constant Cs:

1 2
Co=7 ] (1---—5)=0133776---.
4 g#2 prime l]((] - 1)

If p Z 1 (mod 4), then always den(Mg) = C> unless in certain exceptional cases.
Otherwise we have den(Mg) = (1 — p—(p_2—‘ij)_102 (c.f. Theorem 4.3).

The approach of this paper is based on a variation of Artin’s primitive root prob-
lem for a family of two-dimensional tori over Q. Let Endg denote the endomorphism
ring of the elliptic curve E and let a € Endg be the Frobenius endomorphism. If E is
not supersingular, Z[a] C Endg, and Z[o] is identified with an order in an imaginary
quadratic field K = Kg. Then Z[a] C Ok, the ring of integers in K. The torus in
question is the one obtained from Gy, /k via restriction of scalars : T = Resk /g G /k-
This T is a two-dimensional torus defined over Q. It comes with a canonical homo-
morphism 7 : T — G, defined over K which is universal, in the sense that any map
into Gy, defined over K can be factored through a map into T that is defined over
Q. One identifies T(Q) with Gy, (K) = K*. Therefore the Frobenius endomorphism
« is regarded here as a rational point in T(Q). One observes that powers of such a
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point can never be contained in any proper subtorus of T. Hence it has a good chance
to become ”primitive” when reducing modulo rational primes £, in the sense that «
modulo £ generates T(IF;).

In §2; we begin with the condition for given a € Ok to be primitive point modulo
prime £ for the torus Tk, where K is an arbitrary imaginary quadratic field and £ is
a rational prime which remains prime in K. The set M, consisting of all primes £
having this property with respect to a fixed a is then characterized algebraically via
a family of Galois extensions constructed from a. In §3 we prove that M, always has
a density (assuming GRH) which can be given precisely. An application to elliptic
curves is given in §4. Our method works well for elliptic curve E over any finite field
F,, and one can gather in this way information on the distributions of the degrees
[F- (E[€]) : F;] as £ ranges over all prime numbers.

2. Primitive Points for Certain Two Dimensional Tori. Let K be a fixed
imaginary quadratic number field, with ring of integers O C K. We use 7 to denote
the complex conjugation and in this section £ always stands for a rational prime
number that stays prime in K. For a € Ok \ {0}, N(a) = aa™ denotes its absolute
norm, & denotes the coset in (O /¢Ok)* containing « if ord,(a) = 0, and op(c)
denotes the order of & inside (O /¢Ok)*. The set of all rational prime numbers
is denoted by P. Given a € Ok \ {0}, we set u = u(a) = a"/a. The following
straightforward Proposition is the starting point:

PROPOSITION 2.1. Let £ be a rational prime that is inert(stays prime) in K and
ordg(a) = 0. Then og(a) = €2 — 1 if and only if o,(N(a)) =£—1 and og(u) = £+ 1.

Proof. Note that as £ is inert in K, o” = of (mod £). Thus N(a) = o/t! and
u = a*~! (mod £). Suppose that o¢(a) = £2—1. Then clearly we have 0 (N (a)) = £—1
and og(u) = £ + 1. Conversely, if oy(a) # £2 — 1, then there exists a prime ¢ such that

2

2_ : -
qlfz—la,nda%—1 =1 (mod¥). Ifg|£—-1, thenN(oz)£T1 =a @ =1 (mod¥);

2_
and if ¢ | £+ 1, then W =at =1 (mod £). Therefore, oy(a) # €2 — 1 implies
either oy (N(a)) S €—1orog(u) S£+1. d

Recall that T = Resg/q Gm /k is the algebraic group over Q obtained from the
multiplicative group Gy, by restriction of scalars. We have a € O\ {0} C K* = T(Q)
and we are interested in the following set of primes:

M, = {€: £ rational prime that is inert inK, orde(a) =0, oy(a) = £* -1}
= {£: £ rational prime that is inert in K, & generate T(Fe)}.

Notations: Let g, ¢’ be rational primes with ¢’ odd. We introduce the following
Galois number fields:

B =Q Fi =K.

E; = Q(pq, ¢/N(a)), where pg is the group of g-th roots of unity.

E,, = the compositum H E,, for square free m.

Fy = K(pg, Y/u).
F,, = the compositum H Fy, for square free odd n.
q|n
Ly,,n = the compositum Ep, Fy,, for m,n square free and n is odd.

qlm

For Galois number fields E/F, (p, E/F) will denote the Artin symbol whenever
the prime p in F is unramified in E. We shall allow 7 to stand also for the complex
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conjugation on Q(it,,), i.e. 7(§) = £~ for any £ € p,,. Given square free m,n, with n
odd, we consider in particular the following subset of Gal(Ly,»/Q):

Cmn ={0 € Gal(Limn/Q) : 0|k =7, 0lE,, =id,0|g(,) =T, and o? =id}.

We have
LEMMA 2.2. Let £ be a prime that is inert in K/Q and q be a prime. Suppose
ord¢(a) = 0. Then the following conditions are equivalent:

2

1) ¢|(€—1) anda = =1 in (O /€OK)*.

(2) £ splits completely in Eq/Q.

(3) £ is unramified in Ly1/Q and (€,Lq1/Q) C Cy,1.

Proof. It suffices to note that (1) amounts to ¢ | (£ — 1) and N(a)l_;l =1
(mod £). This is equivalent to ¢ | (£ — 1) and 27 = N(a) (mod £) has a solution in Z.
Thus we have (1)<(2). The rest follows from the definitions. a

LEMMA 2.3. Let £ be a prime that is inert in K/Q and ¢' be an odd prime.
Suppose ordg(a) = 0. Then the following conditions are equivalent:

2

1) ¢ |(+1) anda 7 =1 in (Ox/LOK)*.

(2) ¢' | (€ +1) and LOk splits completely in Fy /K.

(3) ¢ is unramified in L1,y /Q and (£,L1,¢/Q) C Ci,q.

Proof. We first note that (1) & ¢' | £+ 1 and a7 =1in (Ok /tOK)*. This is
equivalent to ¢' | ({+1) and 27 = a (mod £) has a solution in O, since (Ok /LOx)*
is cyclic. Also it is equivalent to ¢’ | (£+ 1) and z7 = af~' = u (mod £) has a
solution in Ok, because ¢’ { (£ — 1). Hence we obtain (1) < (2). On the other hand
¢'|(£ +1) if and only if (¢,Q(uy)/Q) = 7. If (2) holds, then ¢ is clearly unramified
in L; ,/Q. Because £O splits completely in L; /K, we have 02 = id, for all
o € (¢,L1,4/Q). Thus (2) = (3). Conversely, from o® =id for all o € (¢, L1 ,4/Q), we
obtain immediately that Ok splits completely in Fj /K. Hence (3) = (2). O

Combining Lemmas 2.2, 2.3, we deduce the crucial:

COROLLARY 2.4. Let ¢ be a rational prime which is inert in K/Q and ord(a) =
0. Then £ € M, if and only if both the following two conditions hold: (1) For all prime
q, if € is unramified in Ly, then (¢,Lq,1/Q) € Cq1.

(2) For all odd prime ¢', if £ is unramified in Ly 4, then (¢,L1,4/Q) € Ci 4.

From now on we make the further assumption that « is not a root of unity and
ged(a,a”™) =1,ie. 1 € aOkg +a"Ok. The remaining part of this section is occupied
by a detailed study of the Galois family L, ,, together with the computation of
#Cyn- All these are preliminaries needed for the main theorems of §3.

LEMMA 2.5. Let m,n be square-free positive integers with n odd. Let s be the
largest integer with the property that N(a) € (Q*)°, and let s' be the largest integer
with the property that u € (K*)s’. Let my = m/ged(m,s) and ny = n/ged(n,s').
Suppose ged(s,6) = 1. Then

(a)

. _ my ¢(m)
B U = N 00um) -0

where ky, = Q (resp. Q(v/N(a))) if 24 m (resp. 2| m).
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(b)
[F,:Q = ﬁé%%)%)] if K=Q+/-3),3|n, andu € (K(l‘n)*)3,
" [7%%,% otherwise.

Proof. Our argument is based on the following

SUBLEMMA. Let F be a field, K; a finite abelian extension of F, and K» be
a finite extension of F' which is not Galois but with prime extension degree. Then
K, K are linearly disjoint over F and [K1 K, : K] = [K» : F].

(a) Suppose that 2 { m. For g | m, let Ep gy = Q(ptm, ¥/N(a)). Note that
[Q(¢/N(a) : Q] =1 or q depending on whether N(a) € (Q*)?. By the Sublemma, we

have therefore
1 if N(a) € (@)Y,

g otherwise.

B+ Q)] = {

Thus E,, ’s are linearly disjoint over Q(g¢,). Since E,, is the compositum of Ey, 4’s,
we have [Ep, : Q] = [Ep : Qn)][Qpnm) : @ = mig(m).

Suppose that 2 | m, write m = 2m’. Then m; = m/ ged(m, s) = 2-m'/ ged(m’, s)
=2m} and E,, = E3Epy. For ¢' | m/, let Ep ¢ = E3(pny, 3/N(c)). Here one also

has [B2(%/N(a)) : E2] = 1 or ¢’ depending on whether N(a) € (Q*)q’. Consequently,

1 if N(a) € (@),
q otherwise.

[Em,q’ : E2(ﬂm')] = {

The E,, ¢’s are linearly disjoint over Ea(ptm') and we have
[Em : Q = [Em : Ex(m)][E2 () =
_m (B QQemw) :
2 [E:nQumr) : A
_ ma¢(m)
[E2 N Qpm) : Q)
(b) For ¢' | n, let Fy o = K(pn, ¢/u). Note that if ¢’ { s, then K(4/u) is not
Galois over K except that K = Q(v/=3) and ¢’ = 3. Also one has that [K(%/u) :
K] =1 or ¢ depending on whether u € (K*)?. By the Sublemma, we have [F,, , :

K(pn)] = q'/ ged(q', s') except when K = Q(+/=3) and ¢’ = 3. If K = Q(+/—3) and
3 | n, then

1 ifue (K(un)*)3,

. 3
3 ifud (K(pa)*) .
Thus the F), ¢’s are linearly disjoint over K (p,) and we have:

2 if K =Q(=3),3|n, and u € (K(u,)*)’,
ny  otherwise.

[Fn,3 : K(I‘n)] = {

[Fr : K(pn)] = {

Therefore,
[Fn : Q] = [Fn : K(l‘n)][K(l"n) : Q]
B { Wf% if K =Q(+/-3),3|n, andu € (K(pn)*)s,

2n2¢(n)

Wm otherwise. a
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LEMMA 2.6. Let m,n be square-free positive integers with n odd and gcd(m,ri =
1. Suppose further that a satisfies all the conditions in Lemma 2.5. If K = Q(+/=3),

3|0 and u € (K(mn)*)’ \ (K (@n)*)°, then Epn 0 Fy = Ep(Bm) N K (g, /) and
3[Kkm N Qimn) : Q]

[km N Qpm) : YK NQpn) : Q

Otherwise, E, N\ Fy, = k(b)) N K (y,) and

[Kkm NQpmn) : Q

[km N Q(l‘m) : Q][K n @(I‘n) : Q]
(Recall that kn, = Q (resp. Q(1/N(e))) if 2t m (resp. 2| m).)

Proof. First we contend that E,, N Kkm(fmn) = km(pm). Also that F, N
Kk (ttmn) = K(u,) except when K = Q(+/=3), 3 | n, u € (K(ﬂmn)*)S but u ¢

3

Since ged(m,n) = 1, Kku(mn, 3/N(a)) and Kkp(Bmn, 3/u) are linearly
disjoint over Kky(ftmn). Observe that Em C Kkm(Bmn, %/N(@)) and F, C
Kk (8mn, {/u). Hence

Em n Fn g Kkm(’—"mn, m\/ N(a)) n Kkm(l—"mna %) = Kkm(ﬂmn)

Note that for odd prime ¢, N(a) € (Q*)? if and only if N(a) € ((Kky)*)?. Similar
to the proof of Lemma 2.5(a), one has

(Kkm (Bmn, Y/ N(@)) : Kk (pma)] =

and therefore E,, N Kk (fmn) = km (m)-

[EmNF,:Q =

[EmNF,:Q =

my

gcd(2, m) [Em : km(l‘m)]

Similarly, because N(a) is divisible only by splitting primes, if ¢' { s, then
Kk ({/u) is not Galois over Kk,, except when K = Q(v/—3) and ¢' = 3. Thus
we have

K k(i Y1) = Ko (pmn)] = { B K =QW=3),3|n,ue (Kmn)),

ny otherwise.

Therefore, FyNK ku (mn) = K () unless K = Q(v/=3),3 | n,and u € (K(pmn)*)3\

(K (pn)*)3. In the last mentioned case, it is easy to check that [F, N Kk, (lmn) :
K(u,)] = 3 and thus Fy, N Kk (mn) = K (pn, Ju).
If we are in the case K = Q(v/—=3),3|n,u € (K(an)*)3 \ (K(pn)*)s, what we
obtain is
[Em N Fp 1 Q = [(Bm N Kkm(Bmn)) N (Fo N Kkm(pmn)) : Q)]

= [km(pm) N K (B, ¥u) : Q) = (Fm(Bm) : QK (n, Yu) : Q|

[Kkm(pmn, ¥/u) = Q
— 3[km (1m) : QK (1) : Q]
[KEm (Bmn) : Q
o QQ(s) £ Q] [K: Q0(n) : G (K N Qpina) : @
kN Qpm) QA [KNQpn) : Q [Kkm : QIQ(Bmn) : qQ
_ 3{KEn N Q) : @
[km N Q(I‘m) : Q][K N Q(l-‘n) : Q] '
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On the other hand, in all other cases, we have

L — e () : QK (pr) : Q
_ [k Q[Qm) : Q [K : A[Qpn) : Q_[Kkm N Q) : Q
Frn NQem):Q [KNQps) : Q [Kky : QQmn) : Q
— [Kkm N Qpmn) : @ 0
Fm N Q) : QK NQrs) : Q@

LEMMA 2.7. Letm,n be square-free positive integers with n odd. Suppose further
that a satisfies all the conditions in Lemma 2.5. Let ¢ = #Cpy . Then we have

_ { 1 if B, NF, is totally real,
m,n — .
0 otherwise.

In particular, if ged(m,n) # 1, then ¢ = 0.

Proof. Suppose that E,, N F, is not totally real. Then it is clear that Cy, , = 0
and thus ¢, , = 0.

Now suppose that E,, N F, is totally real. Then gcd(m,n) = 1. Note that
Cmn C Gal(Lmn/Em) C Gal(Lmn/Em N F,) C Gal(Ly, ,/Q). Recall that Ly, , is
the compositum of E,,, F,, and thus one has the following isomorphism

Gal(Lmn/En N Fp) = Gal(Em/Em N F,) x Gal(Fn/Em N Fy)

o+ (01,02) = (0|E,.,0|F,)-

Embedding F;, into C, and restricting the complex conjugation 7 to F;,, since E,, N F,
is totally real, we may extend 7 |g, to an element in Cy, . It suffices to show that
0 € Cpp if and only if 05 = 7|F,. Suppose o € Cp, . Then o7 =id. Let {, be a fixed
primitive n-th root of unity. Suppose o2 ( {/u) = Cfl?}‘i for some fixed i, 0 < i < n—1.
Then {fu = 02(3/u) = ;2 {/u. As n is odd, it follows that ¢ = 0 and o2 is unique
on F,. O

Let dp,,n denote the extension degree of L,, , over Q. Then we have

LEMMA 2.8. Let m,n be square-free positive integers with n odd and gcd(m,n) =
1. Suppose further that a satisfies all the conditions in Lemma 2.5. Then

o 7——4—H3 et if K=Q(v=3),3|n, andu e (K (ptmn)*)
" I—M,c’:‘nrggf;"f)q otherwise.

Proof. Recall the fact that L, , is the compositum of E,, and F,,. Combining

Lemma 2.5 and Lemma 2.6, we have, if K = Q(+/=3),3 | n, and u € (K (ltmn)*)?,

then
dmn = [Lmn: Q =[En : Q[Fn : Q/[Em NF, : Q
_ 2mynap(mn)
= 3K N Q) A

_ 2mingd(mn) 0
[Kkm N QW mn) : Q] .
Let Dg denote the absolute value of the discriminant of the imaginary quadratic
field K, and let D, , denote the absolute value of the absolute discriminant of the
number field L,, ». Then we have

Otherwise, dm,n
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LEMMA 2.9. Dy, , | D72 2m90) (N (q)mp) 72 4o

Proof. It is routine to compute that the relative discriminant of E,/Q and
Fy /K divides N (o) FrUg2EU and N (o) Fo Klgr2Fe K] pespectively. Hence the rel-
ative discriminant of Ly, /K divides (N (a)mn)2m1n2¢(m)¢(n)
Dz1n2¢(m)¢(") (N(a)mn)4m1n2¢(m)¢(n). O

. Consequently D, |

3. Existence and positivity of the density. Given a set M C P, we are
interested in the following limit:

. #{leM: L<z}
lim .
z—00 z/logx

If this limit exists, its value is called the density of M, and will be denoted by den(A).
We are going to prove that if @ € K satisfies certain conditions, then the set M,
introduced in §2, has a positive density. The structure of our proof follows that of
Hooley[2], c.f. also Murty[4].

For pimes ¢, ¢’ with ¢' odd, we define two sets

Sq ={€ € P: {isinert in K, {Ok is unramified in Ly, and (¢, Lg1) € Cq1.},
Ty ={€ € P: {is inert in K, Ok is unramified in L; o, and (¢,L1,4) € C1,¢.}.

Note that given a rational prime £, there are only finitely many ¢’s such that £ € S,
and also there are only finitely many ¢'’s such that £ € Ty. We define R(£) to be the

compositum
R(O) =[[Los - [[ L1
q q

where ¢ runs through primes satisfying £ € S; and ¢’ runs through odd primes satis-
fying £ € Ty

We are interested in the lattice of the fields Ly, ,'s where m,n are square-free
positive integers with n odd, partially ordered by

Limn X Ly o if and only if m’ | m and n' | n.
This lattice will be denoted by L. Given L € L, we also introduce the functions:

f(z, L) =#{£:L€P, £ <z, £isinert in K/Q, and R({) = L},
m(z, L) =#{: L€ P, £ <z, Lisinert in K/Q, and R(¢{) D L}.

For L € L, it is clear that m (z,L) = Z f(z,L"). From Mébius inversion, we have
L'=L
f(z,L) = Z u(L', L) (z, L") where u(L', L) is the M&bius function of the lattice
L'=L
L. (c.f. [5], Proposition 2.) In particular,

f(z,K) = Z“(Lm,mK)ﬂl (#,Lim,n) = Zl‘(m)ﬂ(n)ﬂ'l (@, Lm,n)

where m,n run through square-free positive integers with n odd.
We will use the following effective version of Chebotarev Density Theorem.
THEOREM 3.1. Let L/Q be finite Galois extension with Galois group G, and C
a union of conjugacy classes of G. Let mc(z, L/Q) = #{p : p is a prime unramified in
L/Q, p <z, and (p,L/Q) C C}. Assume GRH holds for the Dedekind zeta function
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of L. Then there exists a positive constant Ao (independent of C,L) such that for
every € > 2,

C c :
im0 (e, L/Q) - F2 Litw)| < o(#—Gﬂlog<DLz[L-@l))
where Li(z) is the logarithmic integral Li(z) = [, ’ lfgtt Togz 45 T — 00.

(c.f. [6], Theorem 4.)

The existence of density for M, is contained in the following

THEOREM 3.2. Given a € Ok \ O™ with gcd(a,a”™) = 1. Let s be the largest
integer such that N(a) € (Q*)°. Assume that gcd(s,6) = 1 and furthermore GRH
holds. Then den(My) ezists and is given by

den(

M) = Z u(m)u (n)em,n

mn

where in the sum m, n runs through all square free positive integers, n is required to
be odd.

Remark. The condition ged(s,6) = 1 in Theorem 3.2 is not essential. If 2 | s or
3| s, one can still prove such an identiy with both sides equal 0.

Proof of Theorem 3.2. First note that #{¢ € My : £ < z} = f(z,K). Define
N(z,y) =#{¢: L e€P,{ <z, lisinertin K, £ ¢ S, and £ ¢ T, for all ¢,¢' < y.}.
Recall that for any o € Gal(Lp, »/Q),

0 € Cyn <> 0l1,, €Cy1 forall g mand olg, , € Cry forall ¢ |n.

Then it is clear that f(z,K) < N(z,y) and

N(z,y) = 3 wm)u(n)m1(@, Ln.s)

m,n

where the dash on the sum indicates that all the prime divisors of mn are < y. Note
that 71 (¢, Lym,») = 7¢,, . (€, Lm,)- Then applying Theorem 3.1 we can find a positive
absolute constant Ag such that for all z > 2,

712, Lmyn) = S22 Li(2)] < Ao (2 v/5 10g(Dim n®)).

m,n dmn

Now define M(z,y1,y2) = #{£ : £ € P, £ < z, £ € S, for some g € [y1,y2] or
£ € Ty for some ¢' € [y1,y2]-}. Then

(1) f(z,K)=N(z,y) - M(z,y,z +1).

Claim 1: M(z, %r; :c,\/_loga:) = 0o(557)-
Proof. The left-hand side is bounded by
71’1(112, Lle) + Z Trl (x7 Llyq,)'
Vz/log? z<q<+/zlog Vz/log? z<q'<\/zlogz

If ¢ contributes a count of 1 to m1(x,L,,1) then £ = 1 (mod q); if £ contributes a
count of 1 to m1(z,L1,y) then £ = —1 (mod ¢'). Hence mi(z, Ly,1) is bounded by
#{:£ <z, =1 (modgq)} and mi(z,L1,y) is bounded by #{¢ : £ < z,£ = -1
(mod ¢)}.
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By the Brun-Titchmarsh theorem, for any b € Z, there is an absolute constant B
such that for ¢ < z,

T

Therefore we have

VE 1 <9. B__a_:__
M@, gtz Valogs) < 2 (= Dlogla/a)
f/log :c<q<\/—logm

- logx Z 7

log q)

zloglogx

< 0(

< ) =o(

log? log x

)-

Claim 2: M(z, 24,2 + 1) = o(:L5)-

log® z?

Proof. Note that one can write

M(:c,ﬁl;— z+1)= M(:v,—r,\/_logx)—kM(w,\/_logx z +1).

og®x’ log® z

By Claim 1, it suffices to show that M(z,\/zlogz,z + 1) = 0(1o§ ). Recall that
if £ € S,, then ¢

1 (mod ¢) and N (oz)l%1 = 1 (mod ¢) in Ok, which implies
£— £
£ divides N(oz)Tl — 1; similarly if £ € T, then £ = —1 (mod ¢') and W o= 1
: 2+1 2+1
(mod £) in O, which implies £ | (a_:'_ - aT:_'). Since £ < z and ¢q,q' > /zlogz,
(£—-1)/q,(£+1)/q" < 2\/x/logz. Let

R, = H (N(@*-1) and R,= H (af - (aT)k)Q.

k<2y/z/logz k<2/z/logz

Note that R # 0 and R, # 0. Then it is easy to see that £ € S, implies £ | Ry and
also that £ € Ty implies £ | Ry. So M (z,+/zlogz,z + 1) is bounded by the number of
prime factors of R Ry, which is trivially O(log R; + log Rs). Observe that

log Ry < Z klog N(a) = O(1z55), and

log? z
k<2v/z/logz
logRy < Y. klogy/N(a) = O(5%3)-
k<2yz/logz
Therefore M (z,+/zlogz, s + 1) = of Toez)"
Claim 3: M(z,y,z + 1) is o(]0 —) provided y = y(z) = o0 as  — 0.
Proof. It suffices to show that M(z,y, T w) = O(Ing) We have:
z
M(mayy '—\/T—_) S Z 71'1(37’ Lq,l) + Z T‘-l(maLLq')v
log” z
v<e< 2 y<q' <0—g‘/2_—z
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> m L)< Y Sal 5 Li(z) +0(5 Ca.1 \/_loqula:dql)

dg1
v<e<i 2, v<e< s ol
. 1
< Li(z) Z q—2+\/5-0( Z logq) + vz logz - O( Z 1).
y<q<g§?—m 1,:<q<]jjsé;—z y<q<ﬁs§—;

One also gets the same bound for the sum involving 71(z, Ly 4). Hence

 M(z,y,25) <2-Li®) Y ql+2-ﬁlogz-0( > oy

vz z
Y<eq<iz: y<q<log pe

(\/—logm(lo z/log log? :z:)) (

)-

lo
Claim 4: If y(z) = O(log ), then

rpm)p(n)emn z
N = . .
(9) Z dm.n logz + O(log :c)

log T

m,n

Proof. Applying the effective Cebotarev Density Theorem to those fields L, n,
and union of conjugacy classes Cp, n, with all prime divisors of mn bounded by y.
Summing together the error terms, we have:

e, ! !
O3 = V/z10g D) = O(v/@ ) logmn) +O(v/zlogz ) 1)
m,n ’ m,n m,n

= 0(2%/zlogy + 2%*\/zlog z)

= 0(2*Vzlogz) = o(i—),

log

where ¢ is the number of rational primes < y, thus t = O(; oe y)

Ju(n)cm,n

Using Lemmas 2.7 and 2.8 we see that the series Z plm is absolutely

dm n
m,n ’
convergent. Now choose y properly (y = O(logz)), combining (1), Claim 3 and Claim
4, we arrive at

f@,K) = Z”m)“”)c"’" 2 o).

dm.n log z log z

Therefore we conclude that den(M,) = Z&(—?—(Em—’l o0
m,n

We are particularly interested in the case N(a) = p®, where p is a prime splitting
in the imaginary quadratic field K. As in §2, the case K = Q(v/—=3) = K (u3) requires
special attention. Suppose that K = Q(v/—=3) and a # 0 € Ok, ged(a,a”) = 1, and
N(a) = p®, with s an integer prime to 6. Then the principal ideal (@) is equal to (3)°
for some primary prime of O lying above p. There is an unique 1nteger 6(a) modulo
6 with a = Cﬁ(a) 3°. From the classwal theory of cubic Gauss sums (c.f. [3], Chap. 9),
one knows that pf € K (/1.,,) . Then it follows that for any square-free odd integer
n, u = % € K(p,)** if and only if 3 | 6(a) and p | n. In the following we shall call
an imaginary quadratic integer a exceptional if a € K, and a = £4° with § primary
prime. All other imaginary quadratic integers are called nonexceptional. From Lemma,
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2.6, we know that if o is nonexceptional then E,, N F, = kpy () N K(,) always
holds for relatively prime square free positive integer m, n with n odd.

Let h denote the class number of K. For any positive integer n, let f(n) denote
the number of odd prime divisors of n. We are ready to derive a precise formula for
the density.

THEOREM 3.3. Assume GRH holds. Suppose a € Ox\Ok*, ged(a,a”™) =1 and
N(a) = p®, where p is a prime splitting in K, s is an integer satisfying gcd(6,s) =1
and f(s) = f (EcdigTh))' Then M, has positive density given by

1 2 2 if p = 1 (mod 4)
4 H < (g- 1)) H 1 q(q — 1)) or « is exceptional,
als, a#p 423, qfps
N (6% (PR S
= 1- 1— — otherwise.
4 qls (g—1) g>3, qfs g(¢—1)

Remark. 1. The condition ged(6,s) =1 in Theorem 3.3 is essential.

2. It is possible to remove the condition f(s) = f (Ws}’h—)) from Theorem 3.3. In
doing so, one has to modify the Euler factors in the infinite product which corresponds
to primes dividing s. Writing (a) = a°, and let o be the order of the ideal class of a.
The primes dividing s’ = s/0 and those dividing o will give different contributions to
the density, where s’ is the largest integer with the property that u € (K*)* .

Proof of Theorem 8.3. Since f(s) = f (m), one has n; = ng for all square
free integer n.

First Case: Suppose that p =1 (mod 4).
Case 1.1: Dg =0 (mod 4).

By Lemma 2.6 for relatively prime square free positive integers m, n with n odd,
we have

QP if2|mandp|n,

E,NF, =
men {Q otherwise,

Then from Lemma 2.7 and 2.8, we obtain

1 and d { minip(mn)  if 2p | mn,
C = n =
mn mn 2minip(mn)  otherwise.
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Applying Theorem 3.2, we have

den(My) = Z 2mlt(mn + Z p(mn)

1n1¢(mn) mynyp(mn)
m,n,2n 2fn
2P’fmn 2p|mn

= 27Opu(0) 24 ()
B Z 2cl¢(0) Z c1(c)
274 (c) 2 pu(e)
Z 2¢19(c) Z 2¢1¢(c)

1 2 1 2
=z110- Q1(q_1))+ 2p1(p— 1) II (1- ql(q—l))

>3 923, g#p
1 2
== 1-—=
1 1 ey
1 2 2
=7 II 0-=) Il -—=5)>0
4 qls, g#p (¢-1) 9>3, gfps a(a—1)

Case 1.2: —Dg =1 (mod 4), i.e. K = Q(v/—a),a =3 (mod 4). Also the integer « is
assumed to be nonexceptional.

By Lemma 2.6, for relatively prime square free positive integers m, n with n odd,
we have that Ep, N F, = kn(m) N K(p,) is totally real except when a | mn with
ged(a,n) =1 (mod 4), in that case it contains the imaginary field Q(/—a/ gcd(a, n)).
From Lemmas 2.7 and 2.8, we get

{ 0 ifa|mnand ged(a,n) =1 (mod 4),
Cm,n = .
1 otherwise,
iminid(mn)  if 2ap | mn,
dm,n =< minid(mn) if either a | mn or 2p | mn, but not both,
2mini¢(mn)  otherwise.
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In order to compute den(M,,) in this case, we first compute two sums S;, Sa:

_ p(mn) p(mn)
S1= m;ﬁ 2mini ¢(mn) + m;f" mynyp(mn)
a)(rm,z, ’prmn a’fmr't, §p|mn

2/ u(c) 2/ (c)
a{%:p,rc 2¢14(c) - Z a¢(c)
B Z 2c19(c) 1';'6 2¢1¢(c)

B Z 2f(°),u,(c Z 25 p(c) Z 27(e) c) Z 21(e) ( c)
- ~ 2c14(c) 2c10(c) 2c10(c) 2e10(c)

Qf(a)u(a) B 2
4H ql(q—l )_ 4a14(a) Il @ ql(q—l))

afe, 2p|c

923, gfa
1 2 Y 2
*mo-1 I 050 " me-neew 1 T agD)
_1 2y _ Y 2
=ille i) e ) 1 -

Next consider

s, = Z’: pimn) 2’: 2u(mn)

miny d(mn) minig(mn)’
m,n,2{n ,n, 2tn
a|lmn, 2ptmn a|mn,2p|/mn

where the dash indicates that the sum runs through m, n with gcd(a,n) = 3 (mod 4).
Define for each integer r the function f, : Zso — Z by f.(n) = n/ged(n,r). Note
that n, = fs(n) for every positive integer n. Let m and n be relatively prime integer,
let a be a divisor of mn. Then one has fs(mn) = fs(m)fs(n), mn = af,(m)fo(n),
and

fs(a) - fs (fa(m))fS(fa(n)) = fS(afa(m)fa(n)) = fs(mn) = fs(m)fs(n).

Thus

u(mn) _ ,u(a) ll'(fa(m)fa (n))
m1n1¢(mn) a1¢(a) fa(m)lfa(n)l¢(fa(m)fa(n)) .

For any positive integer n, let g(n) denote the number of prime divisors of n that is
congruent to 3 modulo 4. For each ordered-pair (m',n') with ged(a, m'n’) = 1, the
number of ordered pair (m,n) with a | mn,n odd, and g(gcd(a,n)) odd satisfying
m' = fo(m) and n' = f,(n) is equal to

((g(la)) ) 4. (%)) 9/ (@)-9(a)

—99(a)~1  9f(a)—g(a) _ 9f(a)-1
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Therefore,
5 = YO ula) ( > s 5 2u(mn) )
a;¢(a) et myngp(mn) ot miny ¢(mn)
2ptmn g,cd,(a,mn)=1 gcd(a,m,n),=1, 2p|mn

25(a) y(a 2f(e) (¢ 2f()+1 (¢
_ #()( )3 u()Jr )y u())

2a1¢(a) ged(a,c)=1, 2pfc cl¢(c) ged(a,c)=1, 2p|c 61(}5(0)

_ 2u(a) 2/ u(e) 2/ u(c)
= 2a1¢<a)< 2 Tt X c1¢<c))

ged(a,c)=1 ged(a,c)=1, 2p|c

_ Zf(a)u(a) H ) + 2f(a)y,(a) H (1 B 2 )
da14(a) >3, ata T (q -1)" " 2pi(p - 1)ai¢(a) >3, glap q(g—1)
= m H (1- _2__)
4a14(a) (>3 qtap a(g-1)
Applying Theorem 3.2, we have
2

1
den(Ma) =851 +8; = Z H (1 -
923, q#p

)-

a(g—-1)

Case 1.3: Suppose K = Q(v/—3) and « is exceptional

For square free m,n, n odd and 3 { m, we compute [E N F, : Q] using Lemma
2.6. If gcd(3p,n) =1 and 2t m, we obtain E,, N F, = Q. If p| m and 3 | n, then as
in Case 3.1 Ep, N F, = kpy () N K (4, ¥/u) is cubic over Q no matter m is even or
odd. When m is even, we also have E,, N F,, = Q if gcd(3p,n) = 1 or p{ mn. On the
other hand, En, N Fy, = Q(\/p) if p | n. Therefore E,, N F}, is always totally real, and

_{0 if 3| m,
mn= 11 if3tm.

By Lemma 2.8, If 3t m and 2t m, then

2minio(mn) . if 3¢ n,
dmn =< minig(mn)  if 3| n and ptmn,
m‘—"‘éﬂw if 3| n and p | mn.

If 3{m and 2 | m, then

2minip(mn) if 34 n and ptmn,
minid(mn)  if 3tn and p | mn,
minip(mn)  if 3| n and ptmn,
Mgiin—"l if 3| n and p | mn.
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In order to compute den(M,), we first evaluate sums Sz, Sy as follows:

Ss= 3. _“(L" Z 2mﬂ(mn Py p(mn)

o 2mini ¢ mn) 1n1¢(mn) o 2tn myny$(mn)
3{77:171‘,2{'771 3fmn 2|m 3fmn',2|m
ptmn p|lmn
__p(mn) p(mn)
22{ 2miny mn) + sz 2myn, ¢(mn)
3fmn 3tmn,2|m, p|/mn
1 u(mn) 1 u(mn)
4 ; minigp(mn) 4 ; miny(mn)
gcd(ﬁ,hm):l gcd(ﬁ,mns =1, p|mn
JLoy 2O 1 g 2O 1 s 270
4 ged(6,c)=1 Cl¢(c) 4 gcd(6,c)=1, p|c 1¢( ) 4 ged(6p,c)=1 Cl¢(c)
3u(mn) 6u(mn)
S = _ + —_— =
4 m§1n mini¢(mn) m;{n mingd(mn)
3tm, 2tm, 3|n, plmn 3tm, 2|m, 3|n, plmn
Applying Theorem 3.2, we have
p(mn)
den(My) = S3 + Ss + —_—
en(M,) 3 4 m;{n mang(mn)
S{m,élﬁ,p{mn
Sy 201 g 200
4 ged(6p,c)=1 Cltﬁ(C) 12 ged(6p,c)=1 @ ¢(C)
1 2/@puc) 1 2 2
-2y TS a-2p) I a- o)
4 H ( -1 -1
6gcd(6p,0)=1 c1(c) als, a#p 1 ) 92>3, gtps a(a )

Second Case: Suppose p Z 1 (mod 4).

Case 2.1: Dg = 0 (mod 4). Then the possibility is Dg = 4 (mod 8) and p = 3
(mod 4).

By Lemmas 2.6, 2.7 and 2.8, for relatively prime square free positive integers m, n
with n odd, we have

EnNF,=Q ¢tmn=1, and dpm n = 2minié(mn).
Then by Theorem 3.2, we have

pimn)  —2fpu(c)
(1- —)
493 a1(g—1)

2
=il0- =) II 0- =) >

als g>3, gts
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Case 2.2: —Dg =1 (mod 4), i.e. @ = 3 (mod 4). The integer a is assumed to be
nonexceptional. Note the case p = 2 is allowed here.

By Lemmas 2.6, 2.7 and 2.8, for relatively prime square free positive integers m, n
with n odd, we have

Q(y/—a/ged(a,n)) if a | mn and ged(a,n) =1 (mod 4),
EnNFy =14 Q4/a/ged(a,n)) if a | mn and ged(a,n) =3 (mod 4),
Q otherwise,
{ 0 ifa|mnand gcd(a,n) =1 (mod 4),
Cm,n = .
1 otherwise,
B { minip(mn)  if a | mn,
i 2minid(mn)  otherwise.

We start with the sum
~  p(mn)
S5 = e
> m;ﬂn mini$(mn)
t;.|7;zn
where the dash indicates that the sum runs through m, n with ged(a,n) = 3 (mod 4).

Similar to the computation of Sy, we have

5:

27(3) y(a) Z 2709 ()

2a14(a) gcd(arn)=1 c16(c)
Applying Theorem 3.2, we have
_ _ p(mn)
den(M,) = Zﬂ S () + S5
atmn
-2 5 - 6 )
2e16(c) 4 et - 1)

Case 2.3: Suppose K = Q(v/=3) and « is exceptional. Note that p =3 mod 4.
Using Lemma 2.6, for square free m,n, n odd and 3 { m, we compute E,,NF, = Q

if 34 n, or ptn. On the other hand, if p | m and 3 | n, then Ep, N Fy = kp(pm) N

K(py,, ¥/u) is a cubic extension of Q. Thus E,, N F,, is always totally real, and

_{0 if 3| m,
mn=1 if3tm.

From Lemma 2.8, we also obtain, for 3 { m:

2minig(mn) if 3tn,
A = { min1d(mn) if 3| n and ptmn,
T—lﬂ%ﬂﬂ if 3| n and p | mn.
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Applying Theorem 3.2, we see that the value of den(M,,) is

p(mn) p(mn) 3u(mn)
Z 2many¢p(mn) + Z manid(mn) + Z mingd(mn)

m,n,2{n m,n, 2tn m,n,2{n
3tmn 3fm, 3|n, ptmn 3fm, 3|n, p|lmn
Ly M )
— 4myny p(mn) e 12myni ¢(mn)
gcd(6,1’nn)=1 gcd(ﬁp,'mn)=l
_ Z p(mn)
— 4m1n1¢(mn)

ged(6p,mn)=p

1 2/ p(c) 1 21 () 1 25 y(c)
h Z c19(c) Z a¢(c) 4gcd(6%;l,p|c c19(c)

_1 2/@u) _ 1 2 __ 2
=5 2 ae —1 1l O-g=p) II G-o=) O

ged(6p,c)=1 qals, g#p q>3, qfps

ged(6,c)=1 ged(6p,c)=1

4. Applications to Elliptic Curves over Finite Fields. Let F, denote a
finite field of characteristic p with r = p® elements. Given an elliptic curve E defined
over F,., we would like to know the size of the Galois extension of F,. obtained through
adjoining coordinates of all /-torsion points where £ is a prime. Let E[{] C E(F,) be
the set of all these f-torsion points. Let Endg denote the endomorphism ring of E
and let @ = ag € Endg be the Frobenius endomorphism which raises the coordinates
of points on E to its 7-th power. Then the size of the Galois extension in question is
the degree [F, (E[{]) : F,] which equals to the order of the Frobenius endomorphism
acting on E[f]. If the curve E is not supersingular, a well-known theorem of Hasse
asserts that Z[a] C Endg which can be identified with an order in an imaginary
quadratic field K = Kg. If F is supersingular, it may happen that ag € Z, or else
Z[a] is still contained in an imaginary quadratic field K = Kg. We let disc(a) be
the discriminant of Z[a]. The following proposition bounds [F,(E[f]) : F,] in the
non-supersingular case:

PROPOSITION 4.1.  Given a non-supersingular elliptic curve E/p, with (geomet-
ric) Frobenius endomorphism o embedded in an imaginary quadratic field K. Let e
be the largest divisor of 24 such that o € (K*)®?, and e1 = 2, or 1 according to whether
o is a square in K. Suppose prime £ > 3 and £{ pdisc(a). Then

[F.(E[f]) : Fr] < E2e;1’ if £ is inert in K/Q
r U &L, if e splits in K/Q

e’

Proof. The degree [F,.(E[(]) : F,] is exactly the order of the endomorphism
« inside (Endg /Endg)*. Since £ does not divide disc(a), we have Z[a]/{Z[c] =
Endg /(Endg = Ok /lOk, hence [Fr(E[{]) : F.] equals the order of « inside the
group (Ok /€Ok)*. If £ is inert in K/Q, then we have #((Ok /£Ok)*) = £? — 1 which
is divisible by 24. On the other hand if £ splits in K/Q, the group (Ok /¢Ok)* has
exponent £—1. The desired bound follows immediately from these observations. a

We are interested in the distribution of the degrees [F,(E[4]) : F,] as the prime
number £ varies. In particular, how often the Galois extension degree [F, (E[{]) : F,]
can be the largest possible, in other words, is equal to (£2 — 1)/es ? We consider
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therefore the following set of primes:
Mg = {€] L€ P, [F,(E[) : F;] = (& — 1) ez}

The main theorem to be established is:

THEOREM 4.2. Assume GRH holds, and suppose gcd(s,6) = 1. Let E/r, be any
elliptic curve which is not supersingular . Then the set Mg always has positive density.

Proof. Let K = Kg, with h equals to the class number of O. First, we apply
Theorem 3.2 to the Frobenius @ = ag. This shows that the set Mg has a density,
since it differs from M, only by a finite set. Next we can multiply s by suitable powers
of those prime factors of h not dividing 6 so that s’ and s’/ gcd(s’, h) has the same
set of odd prime factors. Extending the base field to F,.., and replacing the curve E
by E' which is the original E over F,.-. Then the Frobenius o/ = ap satisfies the
hypothesis of Theorem 3.3. It follows that the set Mg has positive density. To finish
the proof, it suffices to show that M, C M,. This follows from the fact that the order
of a modulo £ is at least the order of &' modulo £ because ' is a power of a. 0

For prime fields F, = F,, a precise value of the density can be given.

THEOREM 4.3. Given an elliptic curve E/r, which is not supersingular. Suppose
GRH holds. Then the density of Mg is :

2 y-1 o 3 .
den(M) = { (I-sp) Ce ifp= 1 (mod 4) or « is exceptional,
Cs otherwise,
where Cs is the constant:
1 2
C=5 J] (1-—-—5)=0.133776---.
4 g#2 prime q(q - 1)

Proof. Since den(Mg) = den(M,) in this case (s=1), the formula follows from
Theorem 3.3 immediately. 0

Let tg € Z denote the trace of the Frobenius endomorphism. If the curve E is
supersingular, bounds on [F, (E[{]) : F,] are given by

PROPOSITION 4.4. Suppose Ep, is supersingular and ¢ does not divide disc(a).
Then

(¢—1), if tg==%2/r, and s even
2(6-1), iftg=0
[F.(E[f) :F,] << 3((—1), iftg==%r, and s even
4(—-1), if tg=%pttD/2 s odd, and p =2
6(0—1), if tg==+pttD/2 s odd, andp=3
Proof. Frobenius endomorphisms of all supersingular elliptic curves have been

computed explicitly by Deuring (c.f.[7], Theorem 4.1). If tg = +2,/r and s is even,
ap € Z. If tg = 0, ag = +y/—r, then o4 € Z. If tg = ++/r, and s is even,
ap = +p Y3 03 € 7. Tty = 2% and s is odd, ap = +2°F (1 £ v=0),
oL €Z. Iftg = +3“F” and s is odd, ag = +3°% %2@, a§, € Z. The proposition
follows from this information immediately. |

Combining Theorem 4.3 with Proposition 4.4 we obtain the following characteri-
zation of supersingular elliptic curves:

COROLLARY 4.5. Assume GRH holds. Then E/r, is supersingular if and only

if [Fp(E[€]) : Fp] = O(€ — 1) as £ runs through the rational primes.




A DENSITY PROBLEM FOR ELLIPTIC CURVES 755

In fact, in the supersingular case, it is not difficult to derive from Hooley’s classical
work on Artin’s primitive roots conjecture (c.f. [2] or [4], the details are left to the
reader) for the torus G,,, the following result

THEOREM 4.6. Assume GRH holds. Let E/r, be a supersingular elliptic curve.
Then the set of primes £ satisfying [Fp (E[{]) : Fp] = 2({ — 1) has a positive density.
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