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Introduction

Since the publication of the seminal work of H. Federer!4? which gives
a rather complete and comprehensive discussion on the subject, the geo-
metric measure theory has developed in the last three decades into an even
more cohesive body of basic knowledge with an ample structure of its own,
established strong ties with many other subject areas of mathematics and
made numerous new striking applications. The present book is intended for
the researchers in other fields of mathematics as well as graduate students
for a quick overview on the subject of the geometric measure theory with
emphases on various basic ideas, techniques and their applications in prob-
lems arising in the calculus of variations, geometrical analysis and nonlinear
partial differential equations. With this intention, the presentation and se-
lection of materials in the book are somewhat different from many other
books on the subject, excluding various closed discussions of some special
sub-topics dealing with other existing literature. Most similar to this publi-
cation is the book written by L. Simon{1°! about twenty years ago, aiming
at catering to the need of geometrical analysts, PDE specialists and others
to master the basic ideas and powerful techniques in the geometric mea-
sure theory. Unlike [101], the present text contains many more concrete
examples besides the regularity theory of minimal surfaces, illustrating how
these ideas and techniques were applied. Indeed, practically each chapter
contains such discussions with Chapter 2 in particular. Another important
distinction of the present text from [101], although the selection of materials
is quite related, is that we have tried to give more detailed expositions of
some topics that were either briefly discussed or omitted in [101]. One of
the topics we have emphasized is the fundamental notion of Rectifiability
of sets and measures. Besicovitch(!% laid the foundations of geometric mea-
sure theory, particularly, the theory of rectifiable and purely unrectifiable
sets by describing to an amazing extent the structure of the subsets of the
plane having finite one-dimensional Hausdorff measure. Federer extended
Besicovitch’s work to m-dimensional subsets of R™, with m being an inte-
ger, and Marstrand analyzed general fractals in the plane whose Hausdorff
dimensions need not be an integer and, later studied 2-dimensional sets
in R3. Mattila generalized Marstrand’s work for general m-dimensional
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sets in R™. Preiss solved one of the most long-standing fundamental open
problems which was referred to as Besicovitch-Federer’s conjecture, effec-
tively introducing and using tangent measures. It is clear that the study of
the rectifiable sets and measures is essential to the theory. Readers should
compare various ideas in establishing the rectifiability theorems. In par-
ticular, it would be interesting to compare discussions in Chapter 3 for
the general theory of rectifiable sets and that of Allard’s rectifiability the-
orem for varifolds in Chapter 6 and Ambrosio-Kirchheim’s updated proof
of Federer-Flemming’s rectifiability theorem for currents in Chapter 7. For
many detailed discussions on the rectifiability and the related topics we re-
fer to the recent beautiful treatment by P. Mattilal®4. He also gives much
more detailed discussion on rectifiability of measures and Preiss’ theorem,
rectifiability and analytic capacity, rectifiability and orthogonal projection,
rectifiability and singular integrals and many other more traditional topics
in the geometric measure theory.

Other topics which have been given much more detailed expositions than
those in [101] are functions of bounded variation, sets of finite perimeter
and area and co-area formulae. The book[”! by Evans and Gariepy is a
wonderful source for the discussions on these topics. Discussions related to
BV -functions, sets of finite perimeter and least area oriented boundaries,
etc, can be found in the book®!l by E. Giusti which presents a relatively
complete account of De Giorgi’s theory and his solutions to the classical
Plateau’s problem.

One of the regrets with respect to the contents of the present text is that
it does not contain detailed discussion on fractals and fractal measures.
Fractals and fractal measures arise in many ways, for example, in number
theory via Diophantine approximation, in probability via Brownian motions
and other stochastic processes, in dynamical system as strange attractors,
Julia-sets or some general limit sets of Kleinian groups in complex analysis,
in the study of geometry of discrete groups and in many applied analy-
ses, etc. Some discussions on them and further references can be found,
for example, in Barnsley(!¥], Edgar(®¢], Falconer3®:3%], Mandelbrot!’® and
Peitgen and Richter®®. Mandelbrot!” also uses fractals to model many
physical phenomena. Computer simulation of fractal images is widely con-
sidered in Peitgen and Saupel®!l, and Barnsley'%l. There are also many
recent interesting developments in analysis on fractals.

As mentioned above, one of the emphases of the present text is to include
many applications. It is obvious that our discussions on applications are by
no means exclusive. In fact, we have only chosen a few simple examples
to illustrate several important ideas and techniques in the geometric mea-
sure theory. We wish to draw readers’ attention to a few recent important
works whose spirits, ideas, techniques are very much related to part of our
discussions here. Among them we would like to point out

(a) L. Caffarelli’s work on the study of regularity of free boundaries as
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well as singular sets of free boundaries!?3:26:27!.

(b) J. Cheeger and T. Colding’s work on Riemannian manifolds with
nonnegative Ricci curvaturel3%;

(c) L. Simon’s work on singular sets of energy minimizing harmonic maps
or area-minimizing currents(193—109;

(d) some recent works on stationary harmonic maps!™ Yang-Mills
fields(117:118]  Seiberg-Witten’s equations(''27114 and Ginzburg-Landau
equations in high dimensions["877.

The present book does not deal with the relationships between the classi-
cal harmonic analysis and the geometric measure theory. Several interesting
works by G. David and S. Semmes, the monograph®! in particular, may
offer readers some aspects of such theory. We should point out that the
later chapters of [84] also relate the issues-of this type. The recent work by
Kenig and Toro!®3 on harmonic measures on Reifenberg flat domains gives
another fascinating application of the theory.

We now briefly describe the topics of each chapter.

In Chapter 1, we introduce one of the most important measures, the
Hausdorff measure, in the geometric measure theory along with several re-
lated notions such as the Hausdorff distance, and the Hausdorff dimensions.
Some other measures are discussed at the end of the chapter. The main aim
of this chapter is to illustrate the covering technique. By using both Vitali
and Besicovitch covering lemmas, we establish density properties of sets and
the relation between Lebesgue measure and the Hausdorff measures. Due
to concerning densities, an effort has also been made to introduce tangent
measures and to establish the Marstrand’s theorem.

The entire Chapter 2 is devoted to the applications related to the Haus-
dorff measures. We first show the Federer-Zimmer and Calderon-Zygmund’s
theorem concerning the Lebesgue points and differentiable points of Sobolev
functions. Some further discussions can be found in the books!37122], We
then establish the partial regularity theorem for energy minimizing har-
monic maps into spheres. Using the Hausdorff metric, we show Blaschke’s
selection principle and Almgren’s - regularity theorem. We then prove the
Federer’s dimension reduction principle and then explain many applications
in the studies of nodal and critical sets, Homogenizations in partial differ-
ential equations, maps from Alexandroff geometry, etc. At the end of the
chapter we discuss the Reifenberg’s topological disc theorems and some re-
cent works by Kenig and Toro on Reifenberg-flat domains applying Preiss’
idea.

In Chapter 3, we study Lipschitz functions and rectifiable sets. We show
the extension theorem, differentiability theorem and C? approximation the-
orem for Lipschitz functions. A basic rectifiability theorem is established
under the assumption that there exists almost everywhere a (unique) ap-
proximate tangent space. Marstrand and Mattila’s rectifiability theorems
under the weak tangent plane properties (nonuniqueness of tangent spaces)
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are also established. An effort is also made to explain the deep theorem of
D. Preiss concerning Besicovitch-Federer’s conjecture. We prove that
‘density one’ implies the rectifiability and develop the key structure theorem
which characterizes rectifiable sets by their projection properties.

Chapter 4 is devoted to the detailed proofs of the area and coarea formu-
lae. Some applications are discussed including the degree theory for VMO
mappings developed recently by Brezis and Nirenberg!?3!.

In Chapter 5, we study the set of the finite perimeter and functions of
bounded variations. After establishing various basic facts for BV-functions
as those of Sobolev functions, we also prove the coarea formula for BV
functions. De Giorgi’s theorem concerning the set of finite perimeter is also
proved. Some further discussions are made at the end of the chapter about
the class of special BV functions.

Chapter 6 is the basic varifold theory. We first explain the idea of
the Young measures that will naturally lead to the notion of generalized
surfaces—varifolds. Then we introduce the notion of varifolds and their
first variation. The basic monotonicity lemma and isoperimetric inequality
are established for the general varifolds which have controlled the first vari-
ations. The basic rectifiability and regularity theorem of Allard are then
explained. Further discussions on these can be found in [101]. Here we
simply present Allard’s main ideas.

In Chapter 7, we discuss some fundamental results concerning integral
rectifiable currents due to Federer-Fleming, including deformation theo-
rem, compactness theorem and rectifiability theorem. The updated proofs
here are mainly taken from a recent article of Ambrosio and Kirchheim!3,
Federer-Fleming’s proof (with some improvements) was nicely explained in
the book by L. Simon!'®(see also [40]).

Finally in Chapter 8, we discuss existence and De Giorgi’s theorem con-
cerning the regularity of area-minimizing oriented boundaries., The key
argument is how to establish the excess decay and height bound. The proof
we adopt is taken from [55]. De Giorgi’s original proof is discussed in de-
tail in the book by E. Giustil®!l. The proof given in [55] can be viewed as
simplification from the earlier works by Almgren/—% Schoen-Simon!®! and
Bomberil19].

The present book is essentially self-contained. A sufficient prerequisite for
reading this book is to have some knowledge of real analysis (real-variable
and measure theory), Sobolev spaces and differential geometry.

Geometric measure theory is a hard subject. Needless to say, the present
text must contain many defects and authors’ ignorance. We simply hope
that it will provide a brief account of the theory, some basic ideas and tech-
niques for research beginners and many others interested in these subjects.

The authors
July 2001
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